
Tuesday, May 10, 2022

EPA: Tips to Prepare for and Respond to
Supply Chain Challenges

May 26 from 2 - 3 pm

Recent disruptions caused by the pandemic, various climate events, and
unexpected equipment failures have had downstream consequences for
water and wastewater utilities trying to procure treatment chemicals and
other critical supplies.
Join the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency for a webinar on new
resources to prepare for and respond to chemical and equipment supply
chain disruptions. Through a real-world scenario, speakers will demonstrate
the following:

How utilities can understand their supply chain better using
the new Water Treatment Chemical Suppliers and Manufacturers
Locator Tool
Key best practices for future supply chain challenges
How to access updates on potential and ongoing supply chain
disruptions through EPA’s website
Ways to tap into EPA’s technical assistance to resolve supply chain
challenges

 
This webinar is offering CEU’s for pre-approved states.

Register Here

AEA Check-in this Wednesday
AEA will hold its next member check-in meeting on Wednesday, May
11 and May 25. All meetings begin at 8:30 a.m. It is a chance to hear

https://www.epa.gov/waterutilityresponse/chemical-suppliers-and-manufacturers-locator-tool
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/222496495964090123


about relevant info on Covid and the legislative, regulatory, and sector
fronts. It is a chance to share and confer with other members.

Anyone who is part of an AEA member organization may participate.
These meetings will be held 2nd and 4th Wednesday of each month.

Contact Karen Burris if you need the login information.

Clean Watersheds Needs
Survey Has Direct Connection

to NJ’s SRF Allocation
Every four years, New Jersey participates in the U.S. EPA
Clean Watersheds Needs Survey, in which utilities provide

estimates about about water-quality and public health-related infrastructure needs and
costs in the next 20 years. The information gathered has a variety of uses, but probably
the single most important of those is that the data collected is directly tied to NJ’s Clean
Water State Revolving Fund allocation.

Although the survey is not mandatory, it is in the best interest of every AEA wastewater
member to complete the survey by the May 31, 2022 deadline

Utilities completing the survey are providing the State and Federal governments with
information that will be used to determine the SRF. The NJDEP will provide technical
support and other help for completing the survey.

For assistance, contact Ketan Patel or Kyle Carlson at 609-292-3114 or email
NJCWNS22@dep.nj.gov.

Organics Workgroup
Recommends Evolution

of NJ Landfills

            One of the speakers at the AEA spring conference was Gary
Sondermeyer, vice president of operations at Bayshore Recycling. He
spent 30 years at the NJDEP. Mr. Sondermeyer briefed the audience on
recent work of a coalition of groups working under the NJ Climate Change
Alliance as part of an “organics workgroup.”

            The group of 80 organizations and individuals recently issued a
“Sustainable Organic Material Management Plan.” It lists more than a
dozen “opportunities for action” in NJ’s waste and agriculture sectors. 
 
            Several of the “opportunities” involve areas of concern to AEA
solid waste and wastewater members. I am recommending members of
these authorities read this document executive summary. The link is

mailto:karen@aeanj.org
mailto:NJCWNS22@dep.nj.gov
https://www.bayshorerecycling.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Organics-Workgroup-SOMMP-Final-Sept-2021.pdf


here. It’s important to be aware of this because it may lead to regulatory
and legislative proposals AEA would like to have input on.

            AEA is planning to have further discussion with Mr. Sondermeyer
in the near future. The recommendations most relevant to AEA are
recommendations to: 

Advise DEP to direct counties to update solid waste and recycling
plans for organics management. This is in the context of potential
legislation that would establish mandatory food waste reduction
targets.  
Evaluate the potential for co-digestion facilities at existing
wastewater treatment plants. 
Transform existing landfills to more sustainable solid waste
management facilities that separate materials and compost
organics. 

 
Other recommendations of the Organics Workgroup are:  
 

1. Align the implementation of new mandatory food waste recycling,
which will bring large-scale facilities to process food waste in a way
the complies with and respects the aims of the environmental
justice law. 

2. Develop food waste and organics curricula for NJ schools. 
3. Call on the Governor to appoint the Food Waste Task Force and

establish subsequently a permanent council for this. This would be
complementary to the new Office of Food Security Advocate. 

4. Research ways to effectively address inadequate transportation
networks and equipment (such as refrigerator trucks) that limit the
effectiveness of programs currently underway in NJ.  

5. Create a food waste app, modeled on the NJ recycling app, that
connects food donors with food rescue organizations and
transportation.  

6. Remove barriers to enable more efficient coordination of food
composting in schools.  

7. Improve access and clear liability and health-related concerns
regarding “Share Tables” in schools.  

8. Exempt community gardens from onerous food composting rules. 
9. Reduce obstacles to small-scale approaches to food waste

processing.  
10. Improve inter-agency coordination on climate change policy and

regulation among State agencies, via the Interagency Council on
Climate Resilience.  

11. Call on the Governor to appoint the Food Waste Recycling Market
Development Council. 

12. Create an inventory of manure management in NJ and establish
regional manure management facilities. 

13. Create grants and other financial incentives for small-scale
composting programs.  



            Those interested in learning more and being involved in further
discussions, please contact Peggy or Karen. 

Visit AEA's Career Center
Job listings for the public water / wastewater industry. AEA members may submit
listings for free. Check our job listings now.

NEWS LINKS
AEA gathers news relevant to our industry and archives it in one convenient place for
you. Go there now.
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