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AEA Celebrates 45 Years at its Upcoming
Conference

T

he upcoming AEA 45th Anniversary Annual Meeting
and Conference, Nov. 15-16
at Caesar’s in Atlantic City,
will have great speakers, an extended
schedule packed with valuable events,
plus opportunities to make careerbuilding connections and earn water,
wastewater and engineering credits.
There will also be special guests and
anniversary observances.

On Tuesday at 10 a.m., AEA
will sponsor an ethics workshop, a
preconference event open to all, offered as part of the AEA board’s call
for ethics awareness in 2016. Registrants will join AEA pilot training
academy human resources trainees for
presentations and a lively interactive
discussion aimed at applying ethics
values to real life. Lunch is included,
and a special combination price for
Continues on page 3
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World Toilet Day – Silent No More
by Tracy Ecclesine Ivie

F

or the past few years, a
15-foot inflatable toilet has
been tethered to the ground
outside United Nations headquarters in New York on November
19. Although this rather odd-shaped
white balloon attracted many amused
grins, it had a very serious purpose:
to bring attention to World Toilet
Day and dramatize the fact that 2.5
billion people -- about one third of
the world’s population – don’t have
adequate sanitation.
The consequences are grim, including malnutrition, increased infant
mortality and diseases such as cholera, typhoid and hepatitis. In addition,
the lack of toilets is a safety issue for
women who risk sexual assault while
urinating or defecating in unprotected
areas.
Continues on page 5
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Huge toilet balloon at United Nations
headquarters in Manhattan commemorates World Toilet Day November 19
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LEADERSHIP IN ENVIRONMENTAL AND
REDEVELOPMENT LAW, LITIGATION & NOW
CLIMATE CHANGE RESILIENCY
Recognizing the ever-increasing challenges that our

local government entities face as the result of extreme climate
forces affecting public health, safety and the environment,
Maraziti Falcon, LLP has developed a practice area devoted to
assisting our clients to increase resiliency and strategically plan
for a changing climate.

Extreme weather conditions and excessive regional,

local and coastal flooding and storm surges threaten
infrastructure, transportation and our clients’ ability to protect
assets, resulting in a need to adapt governance to meet these
challenges and revise existing policies and ordinances to better
protect against the adverse effects of these life-altering events.
This practice area complements Maraziti Falcon’s existing practice devoted to the
counseling of public and private entities regarding environmental, redevelopment,
land use law, government, construction law and litigation.

Environmental and Redevelopment Law,
Litigation & Climate Change Resiliency
150 JOHN F. KENNEDY PARKWAY, SHORT HILLS, NEW JERSEY 07078
(973) 912-9008 • FAX (973) 912-9007 • WWW.MFHLAW.COM
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AEA Celebrates 45 Years
Continued from page 1

this event and the full conference is
offered. (See www.aeanj.org.) The
AEA board set ethics awareness as a
2016 goal and adopted a resolution
urging authorities to review ethics
policies, commit to renewed ethics
training and/or to adopt a model ethics
resolution developed by an AEA ad
hoc ethics committee. The committee
chair, Joseph Maraziti, will be among
the speakers at the workshop.
New start times for main conference
and Wednesday
The conference proper will open
at 5 p.m. Tuesday with a welcome of
past presidents and friends, followed
by an address from keynote speaker,
Martin V. Melosi, a distinguished researcher and expert on the history and
development of clean water systems. A
networking reception will follow from
6 to 7:30 p.m. During this reception,
attendees will have an opportunity to
learn about the AEA mentoring program and check out a slide show about
AEA history.
Wednesday’s program starts a
half hour earlier than in previous years
— at 8:30 a.m. — with an annual
meeting, when AEA will thank outgoing board members Dennis Palmer,
Howard Hurwitz and John Vena, and
welcome new members Diane Alexander, Christine Ballard, Steve Blankenship, Brian Brach, Steve Specht
and Greg Tramontozzi. Following
that, Past President Rick Dovey and
President Mike Ruppel will reflect on
the conference theme, Stand on Strong
Shoulders, in a presentation that

LEGAL COUNSEL
JOHN NAPOLITANO, ESQ.
Cleary Giacobbe Alfieri Jacobs LLC

reviews AEA accomplishments and
offers policy recommendations for the
industry and the state.
David Zimmer, executive director
of the NJ Environmental Infrastructure Trust, will update everyone on
his agency’s latest programs. Other
presentations for the day will focus on
asset management, condition assessment of pipelines and force mains,
achieving financial capacity and rate
affordability, using financial metrics to
create an effective capital program and
managing change. A reception will follow the final presentations.
Those sticking around AC
Thursday, Nov. 17, may want to support AEA Executive Director Peggy
Gallos, who will be on a morning
panel about the pros and cons of water
privatization at the NJ League of
Municipalities. (This event is not part
of the AEA conference and requires
separate registration. For more info,
see www.njslom.org.)
About the writer: Bill Gettings, senior
associate and New Jersey office
manager of Hazen and Sawyer, chairs
the AEA Education and Conference
Committee.
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Executive Director’s Message
NJDEP Increases Emphasis on
Asset Management

F

rom time to time, I hear
men and women from AEA
member environmental utilities describe the challenge
of holding onto funds and justifying
capital projects to local officials. Often, these folks would rather use funds
for more visible assets like police cars
or parks or senior citizen centers. We
have seen authorities dissolved, their
capital reserves raided, and the subsequent decline in the quality of service
of the systems involved because of
this kind of shortsightedness.
The latest edition of asset
management (AM) guidance being
issued by the NJDEP, which AEA
had an active role in helping develop,
may turn out to be a useful source of
justification to local managers who
need to explain their long-term funding plans.
On Sept. 26, NJDEP Assistant
Commissioner Dan Kennedy wrote to
water system contacts and municipalities to announce that the department’s
asset management web page had gone
live (www.nj.gov/dep/assetmanagement). In the letter, Kennedy stated
that the page provides an overview of
asset management principles, refers
to applicable regulations and requirements, and provides a “current status
of asset management activities in the
state.” The page also has resources,
guidance and tools, a checklist and
information about financial assistance
through the NJ Environmental Infrastructure Trust.
Here’s more from the letter:
DEP regulations require drinking
water and clean water systems
to have adequate facilities and

equipment which are properly operated and regularly maintained.
This requires the technical,
managerial and financial capacity to do so. Asset management
is a process that can help meet
those objectives.
Asset management is a set of
practices that can help assist in
the operations, maintenance and
management of a water system’s
equipment and infrastructure to
meet its desired level of service
in a cost-effective manner. Asset
management can help ensure
that there is sufficient investment
in and planned maintenance,
needed repair, replacement and
upgrade of the physical components of a water system. In addition to improving the protection
of public health and the environment by ensuring water systems
work as intended, implementing
asset management practices also
provides improved service reliability, safety and security of the
water utility.
The assistant commissioner goes
on to say that the DEP “has begun to
ask for evidence of asset management
practices.” This is surely a reference
to the fact that CSO permits issued
last year included asset management
requirements and that NJEIT now
requires certification relating to AM
in its loan documents. NJDEP officials
have stated repeatedly that future
NJPDES permits will be issued with
AM requirements too.
If you believe more regulation
is bad, these NJDEP initiatives will
not be welcome. On the other hand, if
you wish to protect funds, or combat
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By Peggy Gallos

a money grab thinly disguised as an
effort to improve municipal efficiency
by dissolving your authority, or if
you need help justifying renewal and
replacement budget line items to a
skeptical council or board, then this
AM initiative will be a welcome bit of
help.
Thank you to Steve Blankenship
of Hamilton Township MUA (Atlantic), Pam Carolan of Mount Laurel
MUA, Tom Horn from Lambertville
MUA, Rick Eustace of Bordentown
SA and others for participating in
the DEP stakeholders’ meetings and
reviewing draft materials. Let’s hope
the resulting guidance now released
will help us hold onto the resources
we need to make our systems the best
they can be.

World Toilet Day
Continued from page 1

These threats may seem far
removed from the United States,
where safe, clean toilets are a given in
most homes. But a natural disaster —
or the failure of aging infrastructure
— could bring any community to a
primitive state in a very short time.
Here’s a closer look at some
statistics about inadequate sanitation,
according to experts in the field:
• 1 million people in developing
countries are forced to defecate
in the open every year, which significantly impacts health, security
and human dignity as well as the
environment and economic and
social development.
• The cost of poor sanitation is
$260 billion annually. In contrast,
every $1 spent on water and sanitation generates a $4.30 return in
reduced health care costs.
• Every year, 630,000 child deaths
are linked to diarrheal diseases
caused by inadequate sanitation,
with nearly 1,000 children dying
every day — the third largest
cause of child mortality.
• Poor hygiene is closely linked
to “stunting” (low height for
age) and wasting (low weight
for height), causing irreversible
physical and cognitive damage.
At least 20 percent of all maternal
deaths are related to women being
stunted and having anemia.
• About half of all girls worldwide
attend schools without toilets,
which cause many to drop out
when they reach puberty
Sanitation issues aren’t limited to
developing countries, as highlighted
in the report, “It’s No Joke: The State
of the World’s Toilets 2015,” by WaterAid, a group that last year helped
more than 3.1 million people gain access to safe, clean and private toilets.
Among developed countries with
poor sanitation, Russia ranked worst,
with 27.8 percent of the population
lacking safe, private toilets, followed

by Moldova, Romania and Bulgaria.
Ireland clocked in at sixth place, with
9.5 percent of the population, and the
U.K. at 11th with .8 percent.
Global goals by 2030
Although World Toilet Day has been
observed internationally for many
years, it was not formally recognized
as an official U.N. day until 2013,
when the organization requested
member states, civil societies and
nongovernmental organizations to
adopt policies resulting in equitable
access to clean water and sanitation
while ending the practice of open
defecation by 2030.
The U.N. urged people to raise
awareness of World Toilet Day
through activities such as educational
events, charity runs, carnivals and
public toilet cleaning programs.
“I am moved by the fact that
a child dies every two and a half
minutes from diseases linked to open
defecation,” said Deputy SecretaryGeneral Jan Eliasson in 2014. “Those
are silent deaths — not reported on
in the media, not the subject of public
debate. Let’s not remain silent any
longer.”
New Jersey school in the forefront
Listed on the roster of 30 World Toilet
Day “events” around the globe last
year was an unlikely candidate, West
Morris Mendham High School, a
small, affluent school in northern New
Jersey. It was here that senior Sami
Heyman formed a Green Team to
address the sanitation issue, spurred
on by environmental science teacher
Bruce Taterka, who originally told her
about World Toilet Day.
“She was a real self-starter. She
was a leader,” says Taterka, noting
that he’s always trying to make students aware of important global issues
and he knew World Toilet Day would
intrigue Heyman.
“She got students at least thinking about it,” he said, adding that in
this part of the world, “People have no
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Tracy Ecclesine Ivie
sense of the sanitation that they have
or what the benefits are. Most people
aren’t aware that they have sewage
treatment plants or what they do and
where their water comes from.”
Heyman, now a college freshman
in Pennsylvania studying political
science, motivated her team to break
through the haze of ignorance. They
downloaded posters from the Internet,
placing them around the school and
even on toilet stall doors, where they
hoped to make a large impact.
They rejected many posters because of their “potty humor,” a common theme when referring to World
Toilet Day. “It was difficult to find
posters that were appropriate for the
audience, because it’s a serious thing
and it’s not a pretty issue. Everyone
can get behind Earth Day because
planting trees is nice, but it’s harder to
get behind this,” she says.
The Green Team persevered,
however, with P.A. announcements,
fundraising and asking students to
wear green on World Toilet Day.
Heyman says she learned a great deal,
including the fact that about 300 million women in India don’t have access
to toilets. “That really blew me away
because that’s almost the population
of the United States,” she says. “I
Continues on page 6

World Toilet Day – Silent No More
Continued from page 5

think it’s a really important issue that
definitely deserves our attention and
our focus.”
As for the future, “I really do
hope that with the efforts that we
made last year — and I hope we’re
going to continue to make — that it
kind of opens people’s eyes so they
think about it in a mature and serious
way.… “It’s a concern that it’s an issue that’s not glamorous, although it’s
very important to public health, public
safety. People all around the world in
places you wouldn’t expect — countries like Ireland — do have a problem
with public sanitation, and it’s huge.”
African entrepreneurs
One company dealing with world
sanitation remedies that has received
a lot of attention is Sanergy (saner.
gy). Founded by former students at
the MIT Sloan School of Management as a result of a group project, the
company aims to promote sustainable
sanitation in Africa by combining
local entrepreneurship with modular
hygienic toilets that are safe and
affordable. Sanergy’s signature blue
toilet stalls (somewhat similar to
Porta-Potties) contain waste bins,
sanitary bins for women, mirrors and
coat hooks. Sanergy franchises the
toilets to local entrepreneurs, called
Fresh Life Operators, who provide
toilet paper, sawdust, and soap and
water for hand-washing.
Fresh Life toilets have cartridges
that are sealed, removed and replaced
daily. After being transported to a
centralized facility, the waste is converted to renewable energy, organic
fertilizer and insect-based animal
feed, the latter aided by larvae from
black soldier flies.
Toilets can be used on a pay-peruse basis, or by the week or month,
with special arrangements for schools,
churches, clinics and other locations.
According to Sanergy, the company
has over 750 Fresh Life Toilets in

Africa, with more than 37,500 daily
uses from community members.

Resources
As the search for global solutions continues, the list of participants ranges
from small grassroots organizations
to large corporations and includes
WaterAid, Unicef, Alto Data Analytics, Unilever, Sustainable Sanitation
Alliance, Pump Aid, US AID, and
Engineers without Borders. For more
information, visit any of their web-

Water for People
Other organizations that encourage local action by governments
or entrepreneurs include Water for
People, which has mounted a campaign called “Everyone Forever.” The
campaign’s purpose is to promote the
development
of high quality drinking
About 300 million women in India don’t
water and
have access to toilets, which is almost the
sanitation,
population of the United States.
sustained by
strong communities,
businesses
sites or unwater.org or worldtoiletday.
and governments so every family,
info.
clinic and school will have lasting access to safe water and sanitation. Born
About the writer: Tracy Ecclesine
out of the American Water Works
Ivie is a New Jersey-based freelance
Association, Water for People was
writer who has written several
established in 1991 and has helped
articles for Authority View, including
more than four million people in nine
a 2013 piece on flushable wipes.
countries, Including India, Rwanda,
Uganda, Bolivia and Guatemala.
Carmen Tierno, who works for
American Water, volunteers his time
to be on the New Jersey fundraising
committee for Water for People. The
committee holds dinners, golf outings
and other fundraisers throughout
the year. “We’re always looking for
people that want to help us organize
AEA members
events,” says Tierno.
provide
services to
“I think Water for People is
approximately
unique in their approach,” he says,
8 million people in
because it focuses on making sure
projects remain viable long-term
New Jersey.
by requiring local “buy-in” through
shared funding from governments,
community members and business
owners so that everyone has a stake in
the outcome. “The people that they’re
benefiting have to have skin in the
game,” says Tierno. He adds that Water for People continually monitors its
projects, visiting them on an annual
basis and rating how well each one is
doing.

Did You Know?
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Wipes Update – It’s Like Déjà Vu All Over Again

A

s the great Yankee philosopher, Yogi Berra, said — it
seems like we have been
here before.
It’s hard to believe that back
in 2010 when Maine (LD-781),
California (AB-2256) and New Jersey
(A-3119) introduced wipes legislation
all they really wanted was for manufacturers to follow their 2009 labeling Code of Practice (CoP) and place
clear and prominent “Do Not Flush”
labeling on nonflushable wipes like
baby wipes and hard-surface disinfecting wipes. The legislation said you
only had to label wipes that did not
pass the industry’s Flushability Guidance Document, Edition 2 (GD2).
How naive were we at that time to
believe that the manufacturers’ own
guidelines were an adequate benchmark for flushability. The guidelines
had a complicated three-tier system of
tests that was difficult to understand,
and it was a good thing the tests were
voluntary because none of the wipes
on the market could pass them. In fact,
at that time the majority of the wipes
being sold as “flushable” were nothing
more than “size-engineered” or cutdown baby wipes.
GD3
Along came 2013 and INDA
(Association of the Nonwoven Fabrics
Industry) issued the 3rd edition of
GD3. INDA’s press releases touted
this as a simplified version, with seven
“stringent” tests that must be passed
to earn a label of “Flushable.” But was
GD3 really better? First, we suffered
from not having any input from the
wastewater industry; we were asked
to review and comment on it, but then
were never given a chance. In fact,
we were told they knew we would
disagree, so they excluded us.
When three of us were shown GD3
just before it was to be unveiled at the
World of Wipes Conference, we were
highly critical of the disintegration test
with its really low 25% “loss of mass”
passing criterion after three hours of

being battered in force unrealistic of
real sewers. We also questioned how
the calculation for the pump test was
being done and recommended that
larger DNF symbols be moved to the
top of the packages. And we had a
major concern when they changed the
definition of flushable, making it clear
that flushable wipes would not break
down in the collection system. Sounds
familiar, doesn’t it?
As the years have passed and
we’ve gotten into the technical details
of the tests, we have learned that our
initial on-the-fly instincts about GD3
were correct. In the terms of our industry, GD3 suffered from backsliding
when compared to GD2. The manufacturers couldn’t pass the GD2 tests
so in GD3 they made sure they could.
Essentially, all GD3 did was draw
the line between wipes that would
never break down and those that were

Continues on page 8

Water
Environment
Transportation
Energy
Facilities

Edison, NJ

AEA-NJ Fall Newsletter 7

By Rob Villee

Wipes Update – It’s Like Déjà Vu All Over Again
Continued from page 8

INDA’s insistence that the flushable
definition from GD3 remain is likely
to be a deal breaker.
In ISO, an international group
of wastewater people are working
together. There are similarities to the
GD4 process, but also quite a few differences. The focus on tests to determine plastics in these wipes are very
important to this group. The research
being done on the biodisintegration
and biodegradation tests is showing
that, like the pump and disintegration
tests, these are also biased to produce
the desired results for the manufacturers.
The big issue is whether the regenerated cellulose fibers (man-made
fibers derived from cellulose (rayon,
lyocell, Tencel) are biodegrade. The
conditions in the tests favor disintegration, but do not mimic real-world
conditions in a treatment plant or receiving water body. The international
community is desirous of not having
these wipes contain any synthetic
fibers as a general precaution. Overall,
the ISO process has a better chance
of moving forward due to the larger
presence of wastewater representatives working on it. However, the ISO
process suffers from some of the same
issues as GD4, specifically the large
difference in opinion about whether a
wipe needs to break apart quickly. Regardless of the negotiations, it will not
take effect until 2018 at the earliest.

Meanwhile, the state of Minnesota
position statement that had Asian,
introduced wipes legislation this sumAustralian, European and North
mer. The problem was that lacking a
American input.
“formal technical document” to base
So here we are in late 2016, and
the legislation on there was no real
it looks like legislation is going to be
basis for enforcement. INDA offered
needed to make this all work. Forup GD3 and
fortunately Minnesota declined,
The big issue is whether the
but still tied its
regenerated cellulose fibers (man-made
legislation to an
INDA guidfibers derived from cellulose (rayon,
ance document,
lyocell, Tencel) are biodegrade.
with the caveat
that it needed
to be approved
by the state’s Department of Natural
tunately the cornerstones for good
Resources.
legislation are in place or soon will be.
One more piece to the puzzle is
No longer will the manufacturers be
the consumer lawsuits, with one of the
able to say they are the only game in
largest in front of a federal judge in
town, and their guidelines are protecNew York City. Judge Weinstein has
tive of our sewers. The legislation
stayed his ruling, throwing it back to
will also need to address labeling of
the FTC for more detail. The FTC renonflushable products to ensure that
plied that it can’t do what the judge is
the manufacturers make it clear to
asking. The attorneys are trying to lift
the public that these products are not
the stay and move forward. I’m pretty
designed to be flushed.
sure this was a chapter in “Catch-22.”
Yes, it does seem like déjà vu all
So what is the common denominator
over again, but hopefully with a much
running through all these? The lack
different outcome than before. Stay
of an alternative set of guidelines.
tuned
The international wastewater group is
working on a set of tests that are offAbout the writer: Rob Villee is executhe-shelf and don’t require additional
tive director of Plainfield Area RSA
modification or validation. They are
and has more than 35 years in the
simple and effective and will produce
industry.
a toilet paper quality wipe. The group
has also developed an international
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F: 732.476.2511

destis@greenbaumlaw.com
Woodbridge Roseland
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Educating Future Leaders and Managers
On June 1, a pilot program called the Environmental Professional Development Academy, aimed at developing professionals in the public water/wastewater sector, kicked off. A cohort of about 25 students began a weekly study of administration
topics. Brian Valentino, ED of Western Monmouth UA and director of the pilot program, addressed leadership, mission
and vision. Greg Seaman from Two Rivers WRA discussed strategic planning. He was among many on the EPDA faculty.
Students worked at several points in small groups. EPDA just concluded track 2 on finances, which focused on finance laws,
audits, local public contracts law, bonding, authority budgets, negotiations and collective bargaining. Track 3, on human
resources, began Oct. 19.

Above, members of the EPDA cohort listen to a presentation as part of the second EDPA track on finances.

At left, Brian Valentino
(far left) stands proudly
with his trainees. Ten
Western Monmouth UA
staff are participating in
the program.

At right, AEA Executive Director
Peggy Gallos invites EPDA
trainees to take advantage of
the complimentary conference
registration included as part
of the enrollment package. The
fall conference is Nov. 15-16 at
Caesar’s in Atlantic City.
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EDPA cohort members often break into small groups to engage real-world type
problem-solving. This was one such exercise during the first EPDA track on
administration.
Greg Seaman of Two Rivers WRA
addressed EPDA in June.

Brian Valentino, executive director of Western Monmouth UA, standing,
discussed leadership and team building during the administrative sessions.
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SEC Announces New Continuing Disclosure
Settlements

O

n August 24, 2016, the
Securities and Exchange
Commission (SEC) entered into cease-and-desist
settlement orders with 71 large and
small municipal issuers and nonprofit
borrowers across 45 states that had
self-reported pursuant to the SEC’s
Division of Enforcement’s Municipalities Continuing Disclosure Cooperation (MCDC) Initiative. The SEC had
previously settled, in three separate
announcements, with 72 underwriting firms, which the SEC has noted
comprised approximately 96 percent
of the market share for municipal
underwritings.
The MCDC Initiative was a selfreporting initiative available to issuers
and underwriters in 2014 regarding
materially inaccurate statements in
official statements relating to prior
compliance with SEC Rule 15c2-12
Continuing Disclosure Agreements.
Many issuers in New Jersey, including sewerage and utilities authorities,
took advantage of the promised lenient
settlement terms (i.e., no civil fines for
issuers) offered by the MCDC Initiative and submitted self-reports to the
SEC’s Division of Enforcement. Two
of the cease-and-desist settlement orders are with New Jersey issuers, both
of which are municipalities. There
were no cease-and-desist settlement
orders with New Jersey sewerage or
utilities authorities. The issuer community is hopeful that this will be the
only round of issuer settlements, but
an SEC representative would not comment on the matter when asked.
Based on a preliminary analysis
of representative settlement orders,
issuers had affirmatively stated in
their official statements that they were
in compliance with their continuing
disclosure obligations when in fact
there had been failures to file, on a
specified website known as EMMA,
audited financial statements and/or
financial information and operating

data. In some cases, the filings were
late by as few as 36 days; in other
cases, the filings were late by as much
as a few years. In most cases, there
also had been a failure by the issuer to
file on EMMA a notice advising that
the annual financial information would
be filed late.
Each settlement order requires the
issuer to undertake to (a) establish appropriate policies and procedures and
training regarding continuing disclosure obligations within 180 days of the
date of the settlement order, (b) comContinues on page 14

By Robert H. Beinfield, Esq.
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President’s Message
AEA 45th Anniversary Conference
Reflects Hard Work of Many

T

he upcoming 45th anniversary conference reflects
some important new features
and events that are the result
of much hard work this year by AEA
staff and volunteers on our board and
committees.
The pre-conference and main
conference programs include activities
directly related to two key goals of the
AEA Board of Directors: ethics awareness and succession planning.
The AEA board this year asked
members to raise awareness of ethics by reviewing policies, adopting
a model resolution developed by an
ad hoc ethics committee, and/or by
participating in ethics training. To that
end, ethics training was planned to
be part of the fall program. Once we
realized that the conference would co-

incide with the human resources track
of our pilot Environmental Professional Development Academy, it was
a natural to combine the two. Hence
the ethics workshop on Nov. 15 at 10
a.m. will be both a part of the ethics
component of the EPDA as well as an
offering open to all attendees.
We have changed our scheduling, opening the main conference at
5 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 15. After a welcome of old friends and past presidents, I am very pleased to say that
we are bringing you a keynote address
by Martin V. Melosi, a noted urban
clean water and solid waste systems
historian. Dr. Melosi will discuss his
thoughts on how urban clean water
system governance will be handled
in the future. Our networking
reception will be held from 6 to 7:30
p.m. We will begin our Wednesday
program one half-hour earlier than
in previous years. Breakfast will

Hello Progress
Mahwah 201.335.9300
Newark 973.474.5010
Lawrenceville 609.844.1212

hdrinc.com
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be from 7:30 to 8:30 and the annual
meeting will begin at 8:30 a.m.
To observe our 45th anniversary,
Rick Dovey, AEA past president, and
I will present a talk called “Stand
on Strong Shoulders,” focusing on
AEA accomplishments and our association’s recommendations for the
future.
This will be the first fall conference we are presenting as direct
providers of water/wastewater and New
Jersey engineering continued education credits. Our Review Committee of
Bill Gettings, Tom Horn, Jill Plesnarski
and John Scheri has reviewed presentations according to State guidelines
and assigned credits accordingly. We
are grateful to them for volunteering
their time to ensure the quality of our
content. I also want to thank Fletcher
Platt, an AEA Life Member, and longtime friend of the association, who
helped get the committee off the ground
this year before retiring. Being a direct
provider enables AEA to better serve
our attendees because we can distribute
certificates of completion to those who
have qualified on the spot.
This year we issued a call for abstracts and received great response. Our
education and conference committee
used those many presentation proposals to generate programming for the
fall conference, several workshops, and
for the spring conference (mark your
calendar – March 14-15 at the Golden
Nugget!). If you have a proposal for
presentation, visit www.aeanj.org,
download the call-for-abstracts form,
and send it to us. We are always seeking input from our regular, municipal
and associate members.
A final thought: Wave Award
season approaches. You do good work.
Someone on your staff does good work.
Maybe a colleague in another organization does good work. Help AEA
recognize and honor that by submitting
a nomination for a Wave Award. Look
for reminders about this at our conference, too.

SEC Announces New Continuing Disclosure
Settlements
Continued from page 12

ply with existing continuing disclosure
undertakings, including updating past
delinquent filings within 180 days of
the settlement order, (c) cooperate
with any subsequent investigation by
the SEC’s Division of Enforcement
regarding the misleading statements,
including the roles of individuals or
other parties involved, (d) disclose
in a clear and conspicuous fashion
the settlement terms in any official
statement for an offering by the issuer
within five years of the date of the
settlement order and (e) provide to the
SEC staff a compliance certification
regarding the applicable undertakings
by the issuer on the one-year anniversary of the date of the settlement order.

In response to the MCDC Initiative
and the issuer settlements, the National Association of Bond Lawyers
prepared a paper regarding written
disclosure policies and procedures for
issuers and the Government Finance
Officers Association on September 8,
2016, and sent an alert emphasizing
the importance of timely disclosures.
It is recommended that issuers have
policies and procedures in place regarding continuing disclosure and that
those policies and procedures be carefully tailored to reflect the particular
circumstances of the particular issuer.
For example, the policies and procedures for a large, frequent issuer with
numerous staff members responsible
for disclosure would in most cases be

inappropriate for a small, infrequent
issuer such as many New Jersey
sewerage and utilities authorities. In
New Jersey, many municipal, county
and authority issuers in the last couple
of years have engaged an independent professional consultant, come to
be known as a continuing disclosure
agent, for the purposes of assisting
and assuring accurate and timely
compliance with continuing disclosure
obligations. In light of the MCDC Initiative and the continued spotlight that
the SEC’s Division of Enforcement is
placing on disclosure in the municipal
marketplace, sewerage and utilities
authorities are strongly encouraged
to discuss their continuing disclosure
obligations with their financial professionals and bond counsel.
About the writer: Robert H. Beinfield,
Esq.is with Hawkins Delafield & Wood
LLP, a long time AEA member firm.
You can reach him at rbeinfield@
hawkins.com.

Authority View is written and
edited by AEA staff and volunteer
contributors.
It is printed by Hermitage Press,
Trenton NJ.
Editor:
Peggy Gallos
Associate Editor:
Karen Burris
Advertising Manager:
Karen Burris
Contributing Writers
this issue:
Bob Beinfield, Esq.
Tracy Ecclesine Ivie
Rob Villee
Graphic Designer:
Trend Multimedia
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Landis Sewerage Authority Closes $25 Million
Bond Issue through Local Banks

I

n an unusual funding move for
New Jersey authorities, Landis
Sewerage Authority (LSA) in
Vineland recently supported
local banks with a $25 million bond
issue through Capital Bank of New
Jersey in August. The new financing represented the first borrowing
by LSA in 23 years and will provide
funding for improvements to its
wastewater treatment plant and collection system. The project is expected
to reduce energy consumption and
create the capacity and infrastructure
to match the city of Vineland’s master
plan up to 2040 and the authority’s
NJDEP planning documents.
The $25 million bond is also the
largest transaction ever arranged by
Capital Bank, which lined up financing from several other banks because
of the size of the bond issue.
“Instead of going to the New
York bond market, we wanted to use
local borrowing with local banks to
keep the money in the community,”
said Dennis Palmer, LSA’s executive director. “Being innovative and
complex financing, it took months to
accomplish, with the advantage of no
rating agency fees and no underwriting fees, so the issuance cost was 25%
of the last one we did, and this was for
$2 million more in borrowing.”

Seated: David Hanrahan, Capital Bank of New Jersey, Dennis Palmer, Landis Sewerage Authority; standing, from left: David Weinstein, Esq., Archer &
Greiner; Stephen Modzelewski, Capital Bank, Christopher B. Langhart, Esq.,
McManimon, Scotland & Baumann LLC; Thomas Post, Sewerage Authority;
Andrea West, TD Wealth
“Dennis and his team run an
excellent operation and it’s especially
gratifying to lend money that will go
directly to improving local infrastructure,” said David Hanrahan, Capital

From the source to the tap,
trust H2M with your H2O.

comprehensive water supply + water resources engineering
538 Broad Hollow Road, Melville, NY 11747 | t 631.756.8000
h2m.com
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Bank’s president and CEO, who has
known Palmer for 10 years and is a
fellow Vineland Rotary Club member.
Added LSA’s bond counsel,
Christopher B. Langhart of McManimon, Scotland & Baumann LLC:
“This closing was the culmination of
innovative and complex public-private
financing. The reduced fees and
proposed improvements to the LSA
should serve to benefit the ratepayers
of the authority for years to come.”
LSA was founded in 1946 and
provides wastewater collection and
treatment services to more than
12,000 customers in Vineland. Capital
Bank is a $400 million community
bank with four locations, including
two in Vineland.

Landis Shares Innovative Technology with
African Visitors

A

n African team toured
Landis Sewerage Authority (LSA) this summer to
learn more about the company’s energy production facilities,
including an environmental power
park with almost 40 acres (8 mw) of
solar panels, a small wind turbine and
a combined heat and power (CHP)
facility that uses methane gas from
food and treatment plant waste.
“The LSA likes to utilize new and
innovative technology and projects to
have a positive impact on the environment and renewable or domesticbased energy,” said Dennis Palmer,
Landis’ executive director. “We
welcome tours from many different
schools and colleges, but these are

our first international visitors of this
nature,” he added.
The tour included a Landis
receiving station that accepts liquid
food waste, cooking fats, oils and
grease (FOG) before passing through
a grinder and being mixed, heated
and pumped into a digester. There is it
broken down to make methane gas to
produce electricity and hot water. The
remaining liquid, after heat treatment
and digestion, contains valuable nutrients (nitrogen and phosphorus) used
on the LSA farm to grow corn, hay,
straw and small grains such as wheat
and rye.
The African group was there
through the Mandela Washington
Fellows program at Rutgers Busi-

Insight. Expertise. Innovation.
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ness School. Kakoma Mutenda, an
industrial chemist who runs a wasteto-energy business in Zambia that
produces biodiesel, led the delegation.
Mutenda was interested in visiting
Landis to discuss the technology,
energy balance and economics of biogas for CHP. “We have a huge power
deficit in my country so I would love
to explore the possibility of replicating your model back home,” he said.
Mutendais was joined on his visit by
other Fellows from the program, Tim
Kipchumba of Kenya and Kudakwashe Mzembe from Zimbabwe.
Dr. Kevin Lyons, faculty member at
the Rutgers Business School and associate director of Rutgers Energy InContinues on page 18

Landis Shares Innovative Technology
Continued from page 17

stitute and the Rutgers EcoComplex,
contacted Landis to request the tour.
The Mandela Washington Fellowship
for Young African Leaders began in
2014 and is the flagship program of
the Young African Leaders Initiative
(YALI), aimed at empowering young
people through academic coursework,
leadership training and networking.
In 2016, the Fellowship will provide
1,000 outstanding young leaders from
Sub-Saharan Africa with the opportunity to hone their skills at higher
education institutions in the United
States, with support for professional
development after they return home.
The Fellows are between the ages of
25 and 35 and are accomplished in
promoting innovation and positive
change within their organizations, institutions, communities and countries.

Dennis Palmer shows Landis’ new receiving station to African visitors Kakoma
Mutendais of Zambia, Tim Kipchumba of Kenya and Kudakwashe Mzembe of
Zimbabwe.
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We are now
Mott MacDonald
Hatch Mott MacDonald in the
United States is Mott MacDonald.
We are now aligned with our
global operations in Canada and
throughout the world.
With 2300 staff in North America and 16,000
around the world, we are better positioned
than ever before to meet your challenges
with creativity and innovation.
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AEA is a nonprofit association
of governmental agencies
and supporting private
businesses that are dedicated
to maintaining and
improving New Jersey’s land
and water environment by
providing high-quality water,
wastewater and solid waste
utility services to New Jersey
businesses and residents at
reasonable rates.

