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Tuesday, November 15
5:00 p.m. | Conference Opens – Palladium C
Welcome | Keynote
Commissioner Shawn LaTourette,
NJ Department of Environmental Protection
Commissioner LaTourette will provide his perspective on implementation
of the Environmental Justice law and Department’s efforts to address
resilience and Energy Master Plan implementation.

6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. | Networking Reception – Palladium A

Wednesday, November 16
Morning Session - 3 w/ww tchs

7:30 a.m. | Breakfast – Palladium B
The Association is hosting a reunion breakfast for all current EPDA students and Alumni
who are attending the AEA Conference. This breakfast is a great way to share your
professional experiences with the current Cohort as well as reunite with past graduates.
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8:30 a.m. | Annual Meeting & Election of Slate – Palladium C
President, Richard Brand, East Windsor MUA
1st Vice President, Steve Specht, Brick Township MUA
2nd Vice President, Brian Brach, Manasquan River RSA
Treasurer, Ron Anastasio, Somerset Raritan Valley SA
Past President, Justin Flancbaum, Lakewood Township MUA
Authority Member Director
JoAnn Mondsini, Rockaway Valley RSA
Thomas Laustsen, PVSC
Brian Valentino, Western Monmouth UA
Municipal/Associate Member Director
Jim Cosgrove, Kleinfelder, Inc.
Bill Gettings, Hazen & Sawyer

Voting Procedure
AEA membership is by organization. Our bylaws state that each member organization
shall have a voting delegate. The voting delegate is the main contact person listed in
the AEA directory. This is usually the executive director -- or could be a commissioner,
superintendent. For associate members, it is the person who is our primary liaison, a
partner, a vice president, as indicated to us when you join. Those of you who are voting
delegates have a yellow ribbon indicating this attached to your badges. If you have that
ribbon, you are eligible to vote.

9:00 a.m. | Toxic and Combustible Gas Detection Practices in the
Water and Wastewater Industry
Dextar Vilar, NSI Neal Systems, Inc.
This presentation looks at the top-level issues and then goes into some
detail about the methods of detection. The presentation is designed to
help decision makers determine, how, where and what is necessary for a
safe working environment.
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9:30 a.m. | RC Matters Affecting Energy and Water Costs
Brian Lipman, Rate Counsel
This presentation will discuss the valuable role of the Rate Counsel
and hot topics on electric and gas.

10:00 a.m. | Local Assistance Bureau: a Resource from DCA
Michele Meade, Department of Community Affairs
The Department of Community Affairs, Division of Local Government
Services offers expert advice and assistance to municipalities through
its Local Assistance Bureau (LAB). Team members who have expertise
in a wide array of local government matters travel around the state
and interact with municipal officials to provide analysis, best practices and support on all
aspects of municipal governance. Presenter Michele Meade will advise attendees on how to
access the program and what a great resource it can be.

10:30 a.m. | The Importance of Safety at Authorities

Janette Kessler,
Atlantic County UA

Brian Brach,
Manasquan River RSA

Gregory DePaul,
Ocean County UA

Safety education in wastewater and solid waste is of critical importance. The responsibility
falls on everyone from executive director to frontline employees. This presentation will
discuss losses, near misses, requirements, safety committee and what we can do collectively
to keep our industry safe. Annual training, review of written plans and communication
amongst our internal staff can help yield the best results. At the end of the day, we want
everyone to get home safely, and we should work together to make that happen.
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11:15 a.m. | How PEOSH Can Assist You
Krishna Jagannathan and Sandra Clanton,
NJ Department of Labor
This presentation will cover commonly cited hazards as well as information
on how to request the free and helpful resources to assist your market sector
to reduce or eliminate potential for preventable loss, help employers identify
and correct hazards in the workplace which could cause injury or illness to workers, and
could lead to fines, penalties, and insurance increases for employers.

12:15 p.m. Lunch
A F T E R N O O N S E S S I O N 3 w tchs / 4 ww tchs

1:30 p.m. | Keeping Up with NJDEP Regulations that Impact POTWs
James Cosgrove, Kleinfelder, Inc.
NJDEP has been very active proposing new rules. In just the last few
months, we have NJPACT, Environmental Justice, and nearly 100 new
surface water quality standards (including PFAS) proposed. Each of these
will have an impact on dischargers, regardless of whether the discharge is
large or small or whether the discharge is to a small stream, large river, or
the ocean. This presentation will summarize the new rules, identify the
key aspects that will impact dischargers, and provide tips to best navigate future NJPDES
permit limitations.

2:00 p.m. | A Bigger Pot of Gold at the End of the SRF Rainbow
Eleni Giannikopoulos, Suburban Consulting Engineers
This presentation will bring everyone current to the final State Fiscal Year
2023 (SFY23) Intended Use Plan and how the available funding can be
utilized. Furthermore, the new categories introduced for Affordability
Criteria projects can offer greater relief for Municipalities that meet that
requirement.
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2:30 - 4:30 p.m. | Environmental Justice in New Jersey:
What You Need to Know

process as a result of the new rules.

Bob Kuklentz and Merritt McGlynn, ALL4, Inc.
This presentation will look at the rules, what facilities
they apply to, and what the process for performing
an evaluation and the potential implications would
look like for those facilities. Additionally, steps will be
discussed that might be taken to prepare and mitigate
potential delays and roadblocks in the permitting

Solid Waste and Wastewater Facilities: A Target of the EJ Push
and a Compelling Public Interest
Chris Whitehead, Enviro Sciences
Solid waste and wastewater facilities provide a critical service for their
local communities. However, they evoke images of dirty processes and
can have elevated emissions profiles. New Jersey has elected to target
these facilities through air toxics regulations and most recently through
the most stringent environmental justice law in the country. Applicable
facilities must screen their projected combined stressor total (CST) against
that of non-overburdened communities (OBCs) within the state. For existing facilities, if
that CST is above the comp threshold the applicant can suggest mitigation measures. If
those aren’t accepted by the DEP, Environmental justice and stakeholder engagement must
be part of your long-term plans. This presentation will discuss what those entail.

Advancing Odor Control in Environmental Justice Communities
with Environmental Sensing
Scott Schreiber and Len Gipson, Camden County MUA
The presentation will begin with a brief history
of the CCMUA and how it came to be sited in an
environmentally overburdened neighborhood in
Camden City, making the already strong case for odor
control an ethical imperative.
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The Role of Authorities – Implementing Environmental Justice –
The Regulator and the Regulated
Margaret Carmeli, Offit Kurman
Diane Alexander, Maraziti Falcon
The presentation will focus on authorities in their dual
role as members of the regulated community subject
to the NJDEP’s implementation of the EJ statute,
while at the same time functioning as members of their
respective communities where, as regulators, they
are charged to consider EJ in their decision making (connection approvals, rulemaking,
diversity of services provided, rates, expansion). Authorities provide necessary services.
Their ability to relocate is limited. The presentation will explore the path forward, including
working with other governmental bodies, and challenges encountered to date.

4:30 p.m. | Door Prizes

S ABOUT THE PRESENTERS S
Keynote – Commissioner Shawn
LaTourette, became New Jersey’s
Commissioner of Environmental Protection
on June 14, 2021. He had served as Acting
Commissioner since January 16, 2021.
Commissioner LaTourette is responsible for
formulating statewide environmental policy
while directing programs that protect
public health and ensure the quality of New
Jersey’s air, land, water, and natural and
historic resources.
A lawyer and policymaker with more than
20 years of experience in environmental
protection, Commissioner LaTourette
began his career defending victims of
toxic exposure, including organizing and
advocating for the needs of vulnerable New
Jersey communities whose drinking water
was contaminated by petrochemicals.
Throughout a career shaping environmental
law and policy, he has served in executive
roles and as a trusted adviser to

governments, community and non-profit
organizations, and leaders in industry and
infrastructure, while also litigating highstakes lawsuits involving environmental,
energy and public health concerns.
Commissioner LaTourette first joined the
New Jersey Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP) as the chief legal
and regulatory policy adviser to thenCommissioner Catherine R. McCabe in 2018.
He was elevated to DEP Chief of Staff in
2019 and to Deputy Commissioner in 2020.
Since 2019, he has been responsible for
running DEP’s operations while formulating
policy and regulatory reforms to advance
Governor Murphy’s environmental, climate
change and clean energy priorities.
Commissioner LaTourette has developed
and led initiatives that prioritize
environmental justice while facilitating
greenhouse gas emissions reductions,
climate change resilience and adaptation,
Continues on next page
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renewable energy deployment, water
infrastructure enhancement, brownfields
redevelopment, community renewal, and
natural resource conservation
and restoration.
Diane Alexander, Esq. has advised public
and private sector clients regarding
environmental and infrastructure-related
issues and has successfully litigated
matters involving a wide variety of
environmental laws and regulations.
Her practice focuses on the areas of
environmental compliance and permitting
for the public and private sectors including,
discharges to groundwater, surface
water allocation and water supply issues;
wastewater discharge issues; compliance
and permitting; industrial wastewater
pretreatment permitting and compliance;
disposal of contaminated media and
conveyance of property subject to
environmental regulations. Ms. Alexander
represents numerous public authorities
and municipalities concerning water and
wastewater permitting issues and she
participated in the Stakeholders Group
convened by the New Jersey Department
of Environmental Protection to revise
the NJPDES Regulations, Planning Rules
and Surface Water Quality Standards.
Ms. Alexander’s Martindale-Hubbell Peer
Review Rating is AV® Preeminent. Ms.
Alexander serves on the Board of Directors
of the Association of Environmental
Authorities of New Jersey.
Brian Brach currently serves as Executive
Director for the Manasquan River Regional
Sewerage Authority and has over 16-years
of experience in the water resources

industry. Leading the day-to-day operation
of a regional sewerage authority, in
combination with a decade’s worth of
consulting engineering experience, has
provided Mr. Brach with valuable exposure
to all facets of water utility operations and
administration. Mr. Brach is a licensed
Professional Engineer (NJ PE), Qualified
Purchasing Agent (QPA) and Certified
Municipal Engineer (CME). Mr. Brach
leverages his passion for the industry to
address challenges in an efficient and
innovative manner. Mr. Brach is a member
of AEA’s executive committee and serves as
second vice president.
Margaret B. Carmeli, Esq. was a founding
member of Tyler & Carmeli, P.C. and is
now a Principal Attorney at Offit Kurman.
She has been involved in providing
representation to public and private clients
on a broad spectrum of matters including
environmental, redevelopment, community
relations, labor, land use, general, business
matters, insurance coverage and related
litigation. She is also a member of
AEA’s board, legislative and regulatory
committees.
Jim Cosgrove is a Vice President and
Principal of Kleinfelder, Inc. He is a
registered professional engineer in New
Jersey with over 30 years’ experience
in water resources management, with
specific expertise in NJPDES permit
support, water quality modeling, watershed
and stormwater management, and
environmental impact assessment.
Greg DePaul is currently Risk and Safety
Manager at Ocean County Utilities
Continues on next page
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Authority. He began his career at the
Berkeley Municipal Utilities Authority. After
attaining the required NJDEP licenses to be
the operator of record, he was promoted to
the Chief of Operations/Safety Coordinator.
After a period with the MUA, he changed
employment to become an Emergency
Response Specialist with the NJ State
Police, Homeland Security Branch,
Hazardous Materials Response Unit. There
he investigated, responded and provided
subject matter expertise for high-hazard
events throughout New Jersey. A key
mission to this position was developing
and providing specialized training for local,
state and federal agencies. After 20 years
of service with the state, he became the
Risk and Safety Manager for OCUA.
Eleni Giannikopoulos is an Associate and
Client Development Department Manager
at Suburban Consulting Engineers.
She serves as the Client Service Lead
for Stormwater, Water/Wastewater
and Municipal clients, working closely
with Utility Directors, Elected Officials,
Administrators, City Managers and Chief
Financial Officers reviewing Capital
Improvement Plans with her extensive
knowledge of financing projects with
the best funding programs available
in the State tailored to each client’s
needs. She is on the frontlines of the
Clean Stormwater and Flood Reduction
Act and has presented on numerous
panels educating local officials on the
interpretation and implementation
of creating a Stormwater Utility. Ms.
Giannikopoulos works closely with public
agencies to ensure successful project
milestones are met from inception to

completion while securing state funding
for low interest financing through the
NJIB and NJTIB. She is involved with
large scale Utility and Infrastructure
projects which require State and Federal
permitting and coordination with
stakeholders of various departments
to successfully finance and execute
individual projects.
Len Gipson is the Director of Operations
and Maintenance for the Camden County
Municipal Utilities Authority (CCMUA).
He has over 30 years of experience in
Wastewater collection, treatment and
plant operations, specializing in process
optimization and effective resource
recovery and energy management between
the CCMUA and Philadelphia Water
Department (PWD). Len has also assisted
in the development and management of
several large Public Private Partnerships in
both Biosolids Management and Combined
Heat and Power Implementation and has
played a major role in developing and
implementing Long Term Control Plans in
EPA Regions II and III.
Krishna Jagannathan leads a team that
provides safety consulting and OSHA
compliance training and auditing to publicsector employers primarily in high-hazard
and OSHA/PEOSH-targeted industries.
Krishna is also the designated liaison to the
NJ Office of Emergency Management. He has
his Master of Public Administration (MPA),
earned BCSP Safety Management Specialist
(SMS) and Associate Safety Professional
(ASP) certificates in Safety and Health, and is
a Certified Public Manager (CPM).
Continues on next page
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Janette Kessler is Safety and Risk Manager
for Atlantic County Utilities Authority and
is Insurance Commissioner serving on the
Atlantic County Insurance Commission and
the NJ Counties Excess Liability Insurance
Fund. She serves as Safety Committee
Chair for the Atlantic County Insurance
Commission and Claims Committee Chair
for the Atlantic County Insurance Committee
and is a member of the Coverage Committee
for the NJ Counties Excess Liability Insurance
Fund. She has worked as a Risk Manager for
over 20 years in various industries. Janette
specializes in insurance procurement, training,
safety and claims adjustment for various
coverages including Workers Compensation,
Bodily Injury, Auto Liability, Property, EPL
and UST. Janette has a degree in Paralegal
Sciences and has served on the National
Federation of Paralegals Ethics Committee.
In her spare time, Janette serves as Chair of
the Brigantine Green Team - a Sustainable
Jersey Bronze Certified municipality, is Chair
of the Safety Committee for the Association
of Environmental Authorities and acts as a
Post Advisor to the Explorers Program.
Bob Kuklentz is a Directing Consultant with
more than 30 years of experience. Prior to
joining ALL4 in 2010, Mr. Kuklentz spent 20
years in multiple disciplines of environmental
management in industry, including 17 years
in printing and packaging and 3 years in
chemical specialties manufacturing. This
includes all phases of industrial environmental
management with an emphasis on applying
for and complying with air permits ranging
from state only permits to Title V permits
for new sources, as well as modifications for
existing sources.

Brian Lipman, Esq. is the Director for the
Division of Rate Counsel. Brian has been
with Rate Counsel since August 2013. He
has over 18 years of experience practicing
law in New Jersey. Prior to joining Rate
Counsel, Brian was a Deputy Attorney
General with the State of New Jersey for
ten years. The last two years, he was the
Assistant Section Chief for the Division of
Law’s Public Utility Section, responsible for
representing the New Jersey Board of Public
Utilities in numerous jurisdictions including
the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission,
Federal District Court, the Office of
Administrative Law and other administrative
forums on behalf of the BPU. Brian has a
B.S. in political science from The American
University and graduated with honors from
Rutgers School of Law-Camden.
Michele Meade currently works for the
Division of Local Government Services
in the Department of Community Affairs
as a Municipal Technical Advisor and
Procurement Specialist. For the previous
25 years, she was a city manager and
assistant city manager for four communities
in New Jersey.
Michele has a Master’s degree in Public
Administration from Robert F. Wagner
School of Public Service at New York
University and a Bachelor of Arts degree
from Fairleigh Dickinson University in
political science and sociology. She
also holds certifications as a Qualified
Purchasing Agent and a Registered Public
Purchasing Official.
Merritt McGlynn is a Project Manager
at ALL4 with 14+ years of experience
Continues on next page
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in air quality consulting. Merritt has
provided consulting services for industrial
clients across the U.S., including power
generation, pulp and paper manufacturing,
chemical processing, petroleum refining,
pharmaceuticals, and food and beverage.
She has an extensive background in Title V
permitting, NSR permitting, minor source
permitting, and MACT compliance. She
has specialized in Air Program Compliance
Management design, implementation, and
maintenance; developing and presenting
permit-based employee training;
coordinating interdepartmental projects
from conception to completion; and
serving as an integral member of facility
environmental staff on site.
Scott Schreiber is the Executive Director
of the Camden County Municipal Utilities
Authority (CCMUA). The CCMUA owns and
operates the 80 MGD Delaware #1 Water
Pollution Control Facility as well as 135 miles
of interceptor and 27 pumping stations. He
has led large CCMUA projects including the
construction of anaerobic digesters and a
combined heat and power system as well
as the CCMUA’s Long Term Control Plan
for CSO mitigation. Scott is dedicated to
creating just environmental outcomes for
all residents of Camden County; especially
those who are directly impacted by the
CCMUA’s operations in the Waterfront South
neighborhood in Camden, NJ.
Dexter Vilar is applications engineer at
NSI Neal Systems, Inc. His experience
with industrial process controls and data
acquisition dates back to 1992, the year he
graduated from Penn State University with
a Bachelor of Science Degree in Electrical

Engineering. Through the years, he has held
positions as a Product Marketing Manager,
Technical Writer and Instructor, Territory
Manager, and Applications Engineer.
Dexter has worked with industrial gas leak
detection products and systems for the last
18 years and is currently an Applications
Engineer for NSI Neal Systems, Inc.
in Newtown, PA. The breadth of his
experience in industry has enabled him to
engage in all aspects of bringing industrial
process monitoring, control, and data
management products to market. With a
background focused on overseeing the
full life cycle of a wide variety of products
– from concept to design through to
manufacturing and eventual deployment in
end-user installations, Dexter’s knowledge
of industrial gas leak detection is steeped
in both the theoretical and practical and is
something he is very much looking forward
to sharing with others in the professional
development setting of this seminar.
Chris Whitehead is the leader of ESI’s air
compliance practice. He has fifteen years
of air quality compliance management
consulting experience and has been
a national client manager for multiple
Fortune 500 companies across numerous
sectors. He has been published multiple
times on the topics of environmental
justice and climate change. He has an
M.S. in Environmental Management and
Policy from American Public University,
and a Sustainability Program Management
certificate through Massachusetts Institute
of Technology. •
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Thank You to Our Sponsors for Supporting the
2022 AEA Annual Meeting and Conference
| LUNCH SPONSORS |

| BEVERAGE SPONSORS |

| BADGE/SCANNING SPONSOR |

| GRAND DOOR PRIZE SPONSORS |

| RECEPTION SPONSORS |

The Buzak Law Group, LLC
Attorneys at Law

PAGE 12 | AEA

A special thank you to the
AEA Education and Conference Committee
for putting together a timely and informative
conference program.
The committee members are:
Bill Gettings, chair, Bernie Bujak, Rick Dovey, Tom Horn,
Jonathan Mannarino, Jill Plesnarski, Manuel Ponte, Dr. Apryl Roach,
John Scheri, and Brian Valentino.
The committee was supported by AEA staff,
Peggy Gallos, executive director, and Karen Burris, office manager,
and by Lorna O’Hara and Milly Diaz
from Princeton Public Affairs Group.
Conference Chairs:
Stephen Specht, 1st Vice President
Brian Brach, 2nd Vice President
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