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Tuesday, March 22
3.5 w/ww tchs

11 a.m. | Exhibits – Palladium B

11:30 a.m. | Lunch – Palladium B 

12:30 p.m. | WELCOME - Palladium C

Richard Brand, President AEA 

12:45 p.m. | What’s Happening at the DLGS

Jacquelyn Suárez, Division of Local Government Services
DLGS Director Jacquelyn Suarez will speak on the Division’s continuing 
initiative’s and programs to local governments during and post pandemic.  
Ms. Suarez will provide the membership with timely updates on the Local 
Efficiency Achievement (LEAP) Program, the Local Assistance Bureau, 
the Financial Automation Submission Tracking (“FAST”) System and 
relevant current events at the Local Finance Board.  Recognizing these 

are challenging times for local governments the Director will discuss the continuing shared 
service initiative as a means of reducing costs to communities and end users as well as 
proposed rule changes to DLGS Certifications for licensed professionals. w/ww
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TUESDAY, MARCH 22 CONTINUED

1:30 p.m. | Back to the Basics: Navigating through the NJ State  
Revolving Fund (SRF)

It is anticipated that a significant portion of the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) monies 
will be streamlined through the State Revolving Fund (SRF) program.  This program has 
been proven successful in the past decades offering cost effective options and low interest 
financing through the New Jersey Infrastructure Bank (NJIB) since its inception. In taking 
on Capital Improvement Plans and avoiding significant impacts to cash reserves and capital 
budgets, the BIL is anticipated to offer additonal relief to address  planning, design and 
capital improvement efforts with increased amounts of low interest financing and principal 
forgiveness for eligible projects. This presentation is a tutorial navigating through the 
SRF on-line application portal of H2Loans and how your projects can become eligible for 
these funding opportunities.  This presentation will allow you to refresh your knowledge 
of project eligibility criteria, the H2Loans platform, program milestones and utilizing your 
professionals, and the available resources of the NJDEP and NJIB. w/ww

2:25 p.m. Please Break-Out to Concurrent Session  A and B

Concurrent Session A – Paladium

2:30 p.m. | Regulation of H2S and Environmental Justice - Potential 
Impacts on the Wastewater Industry

Joseph J. Kwiatkowski, Trinity Consultants 
The impending environmental justice (EJ) regulation and proposed 
air permitting and emission reporting regulations have the potential to 
significantly impact the wastewater industry.  Recent rule proposals and 
stakeholder meetings indicate that if these regulations are implemented, 
air permitting timelines will increase and potential increased capital 
expenditures may be triggered by the need for add-on controls. The 

Eleni Giannikopoulos, 
Suburban Consulting 

Engineers, Inc

Charles Jenkins, 
NJDEP

Karen Cole,  
NJDEP
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NJDEP has proposed the regulation of hydrogen sulfide (H2S) emissions as part of the 
proposed rule “Permit and Reporting Requirements for Fumigants and Other Hazardous 
Air Pollutants (HAPs). This proposed rule has the potential to trigger additional 
requirements and compliance demonstrations for sources of H2S emissions from the 
wastewater treatment process.  This presentation seeks to provide a summary of the status 
and the potential impacts of these regulatory initiatives. ww

3:00 p.m. | Sustainable Organic Material Management

Gary Sondermeyer, NJ Climate Change Alliance 
The New Jersey Climate Change Alliance Organics Workgroup developed 
a “Sustainable Organic Material Management Plan” (SOMMP) for the 
State following an 80 organization stakeholder process conducted in 
April/May 2020.  The Plan identifies 17 initial “Opportunities for Action” 
to further pursue.  There was clear consensus that it would be worthwhile 
for the State DEP to evaluate opportunities for the co-digestion of 

biosolids and source separated food waste at New Jersey wastewater treatment plants 
(WWTP’s) that have operational digester equipment and available capacity. ww

Concurrent Session B – Tiberius C

2:30 p.m. | Managing Lead Service Lines Replacements By Municipally-
Owned Water Utilities (The Trenton Water Works’ Case Study)

Kristin Epstein and David Smith,  
City of Trenton Department Water & Sewer 
Staff from Trenton Water will discuss the city’s 
Environmental justice success story of lead line removal. 
Attendees will hear a first-hand account of good work 
and how it might help you spread your good word.  w

3:00 p.m. | Unpacking The ‘Black Box’ Of Continuous Monitoring  
Systems (CMS)

Eric Swisher and Katie Fritz, ALL4
This session is for technicians, operations, 
environmental, and management personnel at 
facilities that operate continuous monitoring systems 
(CMS). Topics to be covered include overall objectives 
of a successful CMS Program such as the typical roles 
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and responsibilities environmental personnel, instrumentation technicians, operators, and 
management play within a successful CMS program; CMS hardware and software; Initial 
Certification Activities; ongoing quality assurance activities; data validity and reporting of 
data; demonstration compliance using CMS. Attendees will learn tips, tricks, and pitfalls.

3:30 p.m. | Break for Remaining Conference Sessions In Palladium C

3:35 p.m. | If You Thought That PFAS Was Just A Concern For Drinking 
Water Utilities, Guess Again…

The regulatory race to address the presence of PFAS in surface water discharges and 
biosolids has already begun. Whether these regulations come via New Jersey or the US 
EPA remains to be seen, but wastewater permit requirements will come swiftly. This panel 
will provide an update on the current state-of-play at the state and federal level, explore 
holistic approaches to address PFAS, and provide strategies and considerations for POTWs 
to prepare and best position themselves for the fast-approaching regulations. Although 
PFAS regulation on the wastewater side will be the focus of this panel, it will be informative 
and highly relevant to drinking water purveyors, those concerned with stormwater 
management, landfill managers and those concerned with biosolids. PFAS will be impacting 
nearly everyone and understanding the Big Picture is essential. w/ww

5:00 p.m. | Networking Reception, Palladium B

Join your colleagues at the networking reception. 
Scan out to ensure accuracy for continuing education credits.

Amanda Waters,  
AquaLaw

Pam Carolan,  
Mount Laurel MUA

Jim Cosgrove, 
Kleinfelder

Adrienne Nemura,
Geosyntec Consultants
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Wednesday, March 23
3 w/ww tchs

7:30 a.m. | Continental Breakfast, Palladium B

8:45 a.m. | Welcome, Palladium C

Rich Brand & Peggy Gallos

9:00 a.m. | Proposed Changes to the State Fiscal Year 2023 (SFY23) 
Intended Use Plan (IUP)

Eleni Giannikopoulos, Suburban Consulting Engineers 
The Water Infrastructure Investment Plan (WIIP) is to outline the 
distribution and appropriations of the merging of funds of the State 
Revolving Fund (SRF) and the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) 
monies.  The NJDEP and NJWB took a different approach this year and 
solicited public input prior to the issuance of the Draft Intended Use Plan 
(IUP) in order to properly capture the State’s thoughts on how these funds 

should be appropriately distributed across all categories.  A new category is also introduced 
for Environmental Justice, internal debates on the benefits of Principal Forgiveness versus 
Grants, Affordability Criteria and PF offered for PFAS and Lead (Galvanized) Service 
Line Replacements.  It is imperative the members of AEA are aware of what is currently 
under consideration and be prepared to offer input when the Draft IUP is published for 
public Comment. The Draft IUP is anticipated to be released in April of 2023.  Time is of 
the essence to know what is being discussed at State Level and have a voice during public 
comment period - The SFY23 is in effect July 1, 2023. w/ww
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10:00am | Legislative Update, Featuring Briefing on Clean Water,  
Healthy Families, Good Jobs Campaign 

Christine Ballard, PE, Principal 
Engineer with CDM Smith
Dan Kennedy, Utility and 
Transportation  
Contractors Association (UTCA)
Peggy Gallos, AEA

AEA Executive Director Peggy Gallos will discuss bills AEA is following in the new 
legislative session. Joining her will be Dan Kennedy, Senior Director at the Utility and 
Transportation Contractors Association (UTCA) of NJ. Mr. Kennedy served as Deputy 
Commissioner at the NJDEP during the tenure of Commissioner Bob Martin. Mr. Kennedy 
will brief attendees on a historic coalition (which includes AEA) that is calling for expanded 
water infrastructure investment.
New Jersey is receiving $1 billion over five years from the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law. 
The “Clean Water, Healthy Families, Good Jobs” campaign calls on the Governor and 
Legislature to commit an additional $1.2 billion in funding from its share of American 
Rescue Plan funds to ensure every community has affordable, safe drinking water, clean 
waterways and flood protection. w/ww

10:50 a.m. | Labor of Love: Jim McGregor’s Sewer Inventory

Jim McGregor
New Jersey’s sanitary/combined sewer components range in age from the 
late 1870s to brand new -- and the systems they are part of are still growing. 
James McGregor has devoted years to compiling an inventory and valuing 
these assets. It’s a mission he originally set out on because our State did not 
have an inventory of this important element of the infrastructure that protects 
our health and environment. Mr. McGregor will discuss his work and what 

it has taught him. Drinking water and sewer system professionals will come away with a fuller 
understanding of the inter-connectedness of water and sewer maintenance, as well as successful 
approaches to leak detection and I&I. w/ww

11:50 a.m. | Adjourn

12:15 p.m. | Recognition Luncheon

Please be sure to scan out to ensure accuracy for credits.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 23 CONTINUED



PAGE 8  |  AEA

Thank You to Our Exhibitors for Supporting 
the Utility Management Conference

Thank You to Our Special Sponsors

http://www.cmeusa1.com
https://colliersengineering.com
https://mantisinnovation.com
https://www.mottmac.com
https://www.suburbanconsulting.com
https://swana.org
https://www.allcovered.com
https://www.aqualaw.com
https://www.utcanj.org


Christine Ballard, PE is a Principal 
Engineer with CDM Smith in Edison, New 
Jersey. She holds a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Mechanical Engineering from Clemson 
University and Masters of Science 
Degrees in Systems Engineering and 
Engineering Management from Stevens 
Institute of Technology. She is currently 
on the AEA Board and serves on several 
AEA committees including the strategic 
planning committee.

Pamela Carolan, P.E., CPWM is a graduate 
of Rutgers University with a BS in Civil & 
Environmental Engineering. She has been 
the Executive Director of the Mount Laurel 
MUA for over 20 years, having previously 
served as the Authority’s Operations 
Engineer. Pam also worked in consulting 
and for the NJDEP. Pam is an AEA Past-
President and currently serves on AEA’s 
Water and Legislative Committees and 
chairs the NJPDES Committee. During 
warmer weather you can find Pam 
boating on the Delaware River.

Karen Cole is the Section Chief of the 
Environmental Review Section, BEEP, 
in the Division of Water Quality’s New 
Jersey State Revolving Fund Program 
(NJ SRF Program).  Her team reviews 
environmental and cultural resource 
impact assessments and prepares 
environmental decision documents 
(EDD) as part of the financing application 
requirements  www.nj.gov/dep/dwq/
beep_env_review.htm.  The EDD, 
prepared within the framework of the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 
requirements, is the keystone of the NJ 
SRF Program in that it provides an open 
and transparent decision-making process 
that addresses project alternatives and 
associated environmental impacts to 
achieve the NJ SRF Program’s overarching 

mission: Assist communities to construct 
and fund sustainable infrastructure that 
protects water quality and public health.

Jim Cosgrove is Vice President and 
Principal of Kleinfelder, Inc. He is a 
registered Professional Engineer with 
34 years’ experience in water resources 
management, with specific expertise in 
NPDES permit issues.  He is a member of 
the NJ Clean Water Council and serves on 
the Board of Directors of Middlesex Water 
Company.

Kristin Epstein, P.E. has been the 
Assistant Director of the City of Trenton, 
Department of Water and Sewer (Trenton 
Water Works) since 2018. She leads 
TWW’s Capital Project Unit and is the 
project manager for TWW’s lead service 
line replacement program. Ms. Epstein 
received her undergraduate and master’s 
degrees in Environmental Engineering 
from Princeton University and Johns 
Hopkins University, respectively.

Katie Fritz, Consulting Engineer is a 
member of the CMS Tech Team at ALL4 
with her primary focus on assisting clients 
in all things CMS.
Her CMS experience includes data 
evaluation, reconciliation, and periodic 
reporting; initial CMS certification and 
ongoing quality assurance; development 
and review of quality assurance plans 
(QAPs), continuous parameter monitoring 
system (CPMS) monitoring plans, and site-
specific monitoring plans (SSMPs); audits 
of data acquisition and handling system 
(DAHS); DAHS implementation support; 
and internal and external CMS training.

Peggy Gallos is the executive director 
of the Association of Environmental 
Authorities of NJ. Ms. Gallos began her 

About the Presenters

Continues on next page
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About the Presenters

career as a journalist, covering New 
Jersey local, county and state issues. She 
ran her own communications consulting 
firm, working for local governments, 
associations, and corporate clients. In 
2005, she joined the staff of the New 
Jersey Board of Public Utilities as a 
speechwriter and later working on energy 
policy. Ms. Gallos worked on federal energy 
efficiency matters through the National 
Renewable Energy Laboratory and helped 
launch a sustainability consulting firm. 
Her public service includes six years on 
the Milford Board of Education, three as 
its president. She served on the boards 
of the Milford Public Library and Literacy 
Volunteers of Hunterdon County. Peggy 
has a bachelor’s degree in from New York 
University and a master’s degree in public 
administration from Rutgers University.

Eleni Giannikopoulos is an Associate and 
Client Development Department Manager 
at Suburban Consulting Engineers. 
She serves as the Client Service Lead 
for Stormwater, Water/Wastewater 
and Municipal clients, working closely 
with Utility Directors, Elected Officials, 
Administrators, City Managers and Chief 
Financial Officers reviewing Capital 
Improvement Plans with her extensive 
knowledge of financing projects with the 
best funding programs available in the 
State tailored to each client’s needs. She is 
on the frontlines of the Clean Stormwater 
and Flood Reduction Act and has 
presented on numerous panels educating 
local officials on the interpretation and 
implementation of creating a Stormwater 
Utility. Ms. Giannikopoulos works closely 
with public agencies to ensure successful 
project milestones are met from inception 
to completion while securing state funding 
for low interest financing through the NJIB 

and NJTIB. She is involved with large scale 
Utility and Infrastructure projects which 
require State and Federal permitting and 
coordination with stakeholders of various 
departments to successfully finance and 
execute individual projects.

Charles Jenkins is the Bureau Chief of the 
Bureau of Environmental, Engineering 
and Permitting (BEEP) in the Division 
of Water Quality’s New Jersey State 
Revolving Fund Program (NJ SRF 
Program).  His team reviews engineering, 
environmental and treatment works 
approvals/permitting for both NJ SRF 
and non-NJ SRF projects https://www.
nj.gov/dep/dwq/beep_hm.htm .  The 
Division of Water Quality’s NJ SRF 
Program provides low-interest loans to 
New Jersey municipalities and utility 
authorities seeking water and wastewater 
infrastructure improvements.  As part of 
the New Jersey Water Bank, the NJ SRF 
program has reviewed over $700M worth 
of projects in 2021 and will administer the 
recent Water Infrastructure Improvement 
Plan (WIIP) financing https://www.nj.gov/
dep/wiip/index.html.

Dan Kennedy is Senior Director at the 
Utility and Transportation Contractors 
Association (UTCA) of NJ, a trade 
association with members that deliver a 
wide range of infrastructure solutions for 
the public and private sectors. Dan’s subject 
matter expertise has him focusing on a wide 
range of environmental and utility issues. 
He serves on the Steering Committee of 
Jersey Water Works and is Chairman of 
the national Clean Water Construction 
Coalition, an organization of construction 
associations whose purpose is to promote 
federal legislation that improves water 
infrastructure. Prior to his role with UTCA, 
he served as an Assistant Commissioner 

Continues on next page



AEA  |  PAGE 11

About the Presenters

at the NJDEP, Deputy Director of the 
NJ Office for Planning Advocacy, and in 
various roles in county government. 
He is a licensed professional planner with 
a MCRP from Rutgers’ Edward J. Bloustein 
School of Planning & Public Policy and a 
B.S. in Environmental Science from the 
University of Delaware. Dan serves as 
the Chair of Bordentown City’s Planning 
/ Zoning Board and the Vice-Chair 
of the Burlington County Agricultural 
Development Board.

Joe Kwiatkowski is a Managing 
Consultant in Trinity’s New Jersey 
office with over 20 years of experience 
in dispersion modeling, health risk 
assessment, air permitting, regulatory 
interpretation, air quality compliance 
auditing, and emission inventory 
development.  He has extensive 
experience in air permitting and 
regulatory interpretation in numerous 
states, specializing in New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania and New York. Mr. 
Kwiatkowski has provided air quality 
support to numerous clients including 
wastewater treatment facilities, military 
bases, power generation facilities, 
landfills, chemical and other general 
manufacturing plants, universities, 
fiberglass boat manufacturing facilities 
and bulk petroleum terminals.  He has 
developed air quality auditing protocols 
for facilities located in numerous states. 
Mr. Kwiatkowski graduated with a B.S. in 
Meteorology and a M.S. in Air Pollution 
Meteorology from Rutgers University 
located in New Brunswick, New Jersey.

Jim McGregor is a 1975 graduate of 
NJ Institute of Technology with a BS in 
Civil Engineering. He worked for Killam 
Associates / Hatch Mott McDonald for 30 
years specializing in the investigation and 

assessment of existing sanitary, combined 
and storm sewer systems. He had a NJ PE 
license for 39 years. He was very active 
on both the WEF and NJWEA collection 
system committees. He instructed the 
sanitary sewer segment of the NJ Society 
of Municipal Engineer Program from 
1988-2002.He developed and taught two 
sewer system training programs, with 
manuals, for Rutgers Office of Continuing 
Professional Education. Among his 
projects are 16 for existing AEA members 
from PVSC & BCUA to Carney’s Point.

Adrienne Nemura is an environmental 
engineer with Geosyntec Consultants 
in the Cleveland/Akron region. She has 
dedicated her 37-year career to helping 
clients find cost-effective and affordable 
ways to comply with the Clean Water 
Act. Her clients include municipalities, 
industries, agriculture, attorneys, and non-
governmental organizations throughout 
the United States. Adrienne has been 
at the forefront of influencing new 
approaches for implementing the Clean 
Water Act including the development 
of integrated planning for municipal 
wastewater and stormwater, permitting 
approaches for per- and polyfluoroalkyl 
substances, and variances and use 
attainability analyses. She supports 
several national and state organizations 
on Clean Water Act issues and is the Chair 
of the Water Environment Federation’s 
Integrated Planning Task Force.
As a Civil Engineering graduate of Virginia 
Tech, Adrienne began her career at the 
Virginia Water Control Board.  While at 
the Metropolitan Washington Council 
of Governments in D.C., she supported 
18 local governments with regional 
wastewater and water resources.  Adrienne 
has been in private consulting for 24 years.

Continues on next page
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David Smith is the Chief Engineer for Trenton 
Water Works (TWW) and is a member of the 
NJAEA Water Committee.  He is a Registered 
Professional Engineer in New Jersey with 
22 years of engineering and management 
experience in both the private and public 
sectors. Mr. Smith joined Trenton Water 
Works In 2019. He is the program director of 
TWW’s $405M 6-yr capital program which 
includes the Lead Line Replacement Program, 
the Pennington Reservoir Replacement 
Project, the System-Wide Meter Replacement 
Program, as well as other critical distribution 
and facility improvement projects.  Most 
of Mr. Smith’s career has been focused on 
the design of potable water treatment and 
distribution systems, reclaimed water projects, 
and advanced wastewater treatment and 
collection systems. As the former project 
director for the City of Newark’s Lead and 
Copper Rule Program, Mr. Smith brings in-
depth understanding of the challenges related 
to LCR compliance.  

Gary Sondermeyer is VP of Operations for 
Bayshore Recycling of Woodbridge, NJ.  Gary 
joined Bayshore following 30 years of service 
at the NJDEP.  Gary also serves as Chair of the 
Board of Sustainable Jersey and is Co-Chair 
of the New Jersey Climate Change Alliance 
with BS and MCRP degrees from Rutgers 
University.

Jacquelyn Suárez serves as the Department 
of Community Affairs’ (DCA) Director 
of the Division of Local Government 
Services (DLGS) and Local Finance Board 
Chairwoman. In this role, Ms. Suárez 
advocates for local government interests, 
revitalizing the Division’s supportive 
initiatives and developing grant programs. 
She also oversees the financial and 
operational regulations of New Jersey local 
units to help ensure fiscal solvency. Prior to 
joining the Division in 2021, Suárez served as 
Associate Counsel to Governor Murphy. In 
that capacity, she counseled the Governor 
on matters affecting his administration, 

including pending legislation, statutory 
responsibilities, litigation, the development 
of administrative regulations, and proposals 
impacting the Governor’s public policy 
agenda. She also drafted legislation, 
executive orders, vetoes, administrative 
orders and regulations and negotiated with 
legislators, departments, and stakeholders 
regarding pending legislation and policy 
initiatives with a focus on the Departments of 
Community Affairs, Human Services, Children 
and Families, and the Administrative Office 
of the Courts.
Prior to her work in the Governor’s Office, she 
was DCA’s point person for all communication 
with the State Legislature, including the 
Department’s official position on legislation 
and legislative inquiries. She also drafted bill 
language, spearheaded the implementation of 
newly signed legislation at DCA, and helped 
review and advise the Department on decisions, 
orders, settlements, and other matters that 
impacted DCA. Ms. Suárez, a New Jersey native, 
earned her Juris Doctor from Rutgers School 
of Law in Camden and her bachelor’s degree in 
communications, legal institutions, economics, 
and government from American University in 
Washington D.C. She is a member of the New 
Jersey and New York bars.

Eric Swisher, ALL4 Technical Director is a 
technical resource and assists with tasks 
related to stack testing and CMS. Eric has 
over 20 years of experience, focused primarily 
on stack test management and CMS projects 
for large industrial clients including water 
treatment, medical waste incineration, 
petroleum refining, pulp and paper, cement, 
and more.

Amanda Waters has over 20 years of 
environmental law experience with a focus 
on the CWA and SDWA. She has extensive 
practical expertise working nationally 
with utilities on a variety of environmental 
permitting, compliance, and enforcement 
issues. Waters previously served as General 
Counsel for NACWA.

About the Presenters

2022 
WAVE

Recognition
Awards
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Individual Wave Achievement
Ron Suto, Passaic Valley Sewerage Commission
Ron’s contribution to the environmental industry has stretched over 
nearly 35 years. He is an operations specialist with experience in both 
the water and wastewater industry. Over the years he has worked with 
the Passaic Valley Sewerage Commission, Hamilton Township, Aqua 
New Jersey, CDM Smith, and Montgomery Township, among others. 
At Hamilton Township, he became instrumental in commanding 
consistent performance from the treatment plant. He has also been an 
educator, teaching the New Jersey Industrial Wastewater, Introduction 
to Water/Wastewater and Advanced Water Certification courses for 

licensing of water/wastewater and industrial wastewater system operators. Ron also teaches 
courses regularly at the New Jersey Water Environment Association (NJWEA) Technology 
Transfer Seminars. He is active in the Association of Environmental Authorities, New Jersey 
Water Environment Association, and sits on the New Jersey Department of Environmental 
Protection Licensed Operator Advisory Committee. For these reasons and more, he is being 
honored with a Wave Award for Individual Wave Achievement.

Up And Comer Award
Janette Kessler, Atlantic County Utilities Authority

As safety and risk manager at the Atlantic County Utilities Authority, 
Janette has been active in AEA for the last several years. She completed 
the Environmental Professional Development Academy and was 
instrumental in the creation of the AEA safety committee, which now 
helps disseminate valuable information to members. Her knowledge of 
training requirements, deadlines to meet law mandated requirements, 
tables to help schedule permit submissions, and more has made her an 
authority on all things safety. More importantly, she has always made 
time to share that knowledge with others. Janette has also become a 

vital supporter of AEA by presenting and assisting at conferences, staffing AEA’s booth at the 
League and more. Her knowledge and willingness to share it has made her an easy choice for 
the Up and Comer Wave Award.

2022 WAVE Award Recipients



AEA  |  PAGE 15

Outstanding Associate Member, Individual
Diane Alexander, Esq., Maraziti Falcon

Diane Alexander has devoted hours of time to assisting AEA, as 
a member of its board, its legislative committee and its NJPDES 
Committee. Diane was part of the team that helped AEA pass 
connection fee legislation that opened a new revenue source to 
authorities. Diane also worked hard to protect authorities’ interests in 
the stormwater utility law negotiations and to work to oppose the 2% 
cap on regional authorities’ revenue. More recently, Diane has worked 
for AEA on legislation that would permit government water/wastewater 
utilities to offer special rates for qualified low-income residents.  She 

has presented at many conferences and commissioners’ suppers. She has been a great 
supporter of AEA and is deserving of its Outstanding Associate Member Individual award.

Life Member Award
Dennis Palmer, Landis Sewerage Authority
As a past president and two-time AEA board member, Dennis has 
contributed to AEA for over 30 years. As chair of the AEA Legislative 
Committee, Dennis has reviewed reams of proposed legislation and 
spent hours testifying at the State House on AEA’s behalf. He has been 
a spokesman and advocate for key amendments in bills, especially 
when they added unnecessary costs that would increase the bills of 
AEA members’ customers. Under Dennis’ leadership, AEA has opposed 
the diversion of water and sewer for non-water/sewer purposes. He 
led the AEA team that successfully passed a law permitting additional 

connection fees for increases in system use and helped AEA’s successful effort to narrow the 
scope of the two-percent cap on regional authorities. Dennis is also a trail blazer when it comes 
to energy, having adopted heat and power, solar, electric vehicle, food waste processing, and 
other technologies to improve efficiency and lower costs at Landis SA. More importantly, he 
has shared his innovative ideas and approaches with AEA members. Because of all that and 
more than we can list here, Dennis Palmer has earned this Life Member Award.

Best Management Practices
Hillsborough Municipal Utilities Authority

With Inflow and Infiltration presenting a major obstacle for the Authority, since any 
rainwater or groundwater entering the system must go through the same wastewater 
processing as sewage, the Hillsborough Municipal Utilities Authority set out to find a low-
cost, high-efficiency way to inspect and repair its four-inch laterals without having to dig up 
the entire town. Once introduced to the HammerHead Trenchless system, they knew they 
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had their solution. Led by I&I Coordinator Randy Smith, the authority set out on a massive 
repair project that patched piping and found and repaired dozens of leaks in lateral tees. 
After a year of steady work, the borough’s l&I crew reduced wastewater system infiltration 
by 91,454,400 gallons per year — a savings of $236,319 in annual treatment costs – and 
extended the service life of the systems by up to 50 years. This proactive approach saved the 
Authority money and earned them a Wave Award for Best Management Practices.

Forward Thinking
Bayshore Regional Sewerage Authority

In recognition of the Authority’s post-Superstorm Sandy efforts to redesign how power 
is managed, distributed, and restored at its facility, the Bayshore Regional Sewerage 
Authority is being honored with a Wave Award in the Forward Thinking category. During 
Sandy, historic levels of flooding exposed transformers, transformer switches, switchgear 
enclosures, load banks, pull boxes, and electrical manholes to saltwater flooding. This 
natural disaster highlighted vulnerability to future storms that needed to be addressed. With 
the assistance of $6.5 million in funding from NJ I-Bank and FEMA, the authority was able 
to replace all its main switches and transformers, position them with future storms in mind, 
and position its power infrastructure to weather future hurricane flooding. All of this was 
accomplished without having to interrupt the Authority’s daily operations. For these efforts 
to look ahead, Bayshore earns its Forward Thinking Award.

Public Education
Mount Laurel Township Municipal Utilities Authority

Striving for transparency with their customers, the Mount Laurel Township Municipal 
Utilities Authority created a Consumer Confidence Report (CCR). With it is a fact sheet 
for each contaminant listed on the CCR so customers can understand the origin of the 
contaminant, its potential health effects and how to remove the contaminant at home if 
they choose to do so. There wasn’t a budget or funding source for this project; the authority 
handled it in house. This project required multiple departments to work together to complete 
the task, including the operations department, lab manager, administration, and IT. Because 
many of the contaminants listed had no information readily available, the project ended up 
involving research to find reliable sources of information, all part of the authority’s efforts to 
bring full transparency to its customers. The public seems to be responding, too, receiving 
numerous calls and emails offering thanks for presenting the information in such a concise, 
easy to understand format. For this reason, the authority is being recognized with a Wave 
Award for Public Education.

Thank you to Diane Alexander, Esq., Steve Specht and Ron Anastasio for serving on the 
award review committee.
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Congratulations to the 2022 EPDA Cohort
Leslie Braun, Evesham MUA

Nora Byrne, Ocean County UA
William Cairns, Ocean County UA

James Deacon, Morris County MUA
Scott Dyce, Ocean County UA

Spencer Howard, Ocean County UA
Shane Kloss, Mount Laurel Township MUA
Jennifer Loudon, Raritan Township MUA

Thaddeus Lowden, Jr., Evesham MUA
Joe Marchese, Secaucus MUA

Mike Nunn, Morris County MUA
Brett Snyder, Morris County MUA

Craig Thompson, Ocean County UA
Dan Zizak, Mount Laurel Township MUA

Thank you to the AEA Education and  Conference Committee  
for putting together a timely and informative conference program.

The committee members are:
Bill Gettings, chair, Bernie Bujak, Rick Dovey, Rick Eustace, Tom Horn,

Jill Plesnarski, Manuel Ponte, Apryl Roach, John Scheri,  
Dollie Scott-Bey, and Brian Valentino.

The committee was supported by AEA staff,
Peggy Gallos, executive director, and Karen Burris, office manager,  

and by Lorna O’Hara and Milly Diaz from Princeton Public Affairs Group.

Conference Chairs:
Stephen Specht, 1st Vice President  

Brian Brach, 2nd Vice President




