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Presenting: AEA’s Virtual
Annual Meeting & Conference
Thursday & Friday, Nov. 12 – 13, 2020

L

ike many other associations, AEA is going virtual
because of the pandemic.
We’ll be online, but we will
still be on top of the ESSENTIAL
Information that you, providers of
such an ESSENTIAL service, need to
navigate challenges and provide great
service. TCH credits for operators
will be offered both days at a fee of
$99 for the first 2 registrants and $50
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for each additional registrant from the
discuss financial challenges. Detection
same organization. Our low, $25 nonof SARS-CoV-2 will be presented by
TCH rate is
a great way
to introduce
We’ll be online, but we will still be on top
commissionof the ESSENTIAL information that you,
ers, administrative staff,
providers of such an ESSENTIAL service,
operations
need to navigate challenges and provide
professiongreat service.
als, and
consultants
to AEA.
AEA President Justin Flancbaum
Robert Newby of NJ DEP and Anna
and Executive Director Peggy Gallos
Mehrotra of CDM Smith. A panel
will open the conference with the
with Kyle Redican, Andy Kricun
annual business meeting and nominaand Brian Valentino will discuss the
tions of the 2021 officers and board
value of networking in the water and
members. The newly formed Strategic
wastewater sector. Legislative comPlanning Committee will discuss the
mittee members Margaret Carmeli,
planning process and how it was purGeorge Tyler and Dennis Palmer will
sued, present the vision and mission,
be joined by Sean Moriarty, NJDEP
introduce and explain the goals the
Chief Advisor for Regulatory Affairs
committee developed, invite particito update attendees on the recently
pant feedback and discuss the next
passed Environmental Justice Legislasteps and beyond. William Senft, one
tion. The importance of developing
of the founders of EJ Water Trust, will
cyber risk awareness and mitigation
describe this national 501c3 nonprofit
will be presented by David Brearley
model of service delivery which leverand Jim Schultz. Princeton Public
ages the strengths of government-run
Affairs David Smith will wrap up the
systems and corporate systems. Reguconference with a political update,
latory officer John Gray of the NJDEP
election analysis and expert insights
will discuss a variety of timely and
on both the federal and state level.
important issues being addressed
Visit www.aeanj.org for the full
at the Division of Water Resources
agenda and other pertinent informaManagement. Robert Beinfield, Robbi
tion.
Acampora and Alan Karnovitz will
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LEADERSHIP IN ENVIRONMENTAL AND
REDEVELOPMENT LAW, LITIGATION & NOW
CLIMATE CHANGE RESILIENCY
Recognizing the ever-increasing challenges that our

local government entities face as the result of extreme climate
forces affecting public health, safety and the environment,
Maraziti Falcon, LLP has developed a practice area devoted to
assisting our clients to increase resiliency and strategically plan
for a changing climate.

Extreme weather conditions and excessive regional,

local and coastal flooding and storm surges threaten
infrastructure, transportation and our clients’ ability to protect
assets, resulting in a need to adapt governance to meet these
challenges and revise existing policies and ordinances to better
protect against the adverse effects of these life-altering events.
This practice area complements Maraziti Falcon’s existing practice devoted to the
counseling of public and private entities regarding environmental, redevelopment,
land use law, government, construction law and litigation.

Environmental and Redevelopment Law,
Litigation & Climate Change Resiliency
150 JOHN F. KENNEDY PARKWAY, SHORT HILLS, NEW JERSEY 07078
(973) 912-9008 • FAX (973) 912-9007 • WWW.MFHLAW.COM
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2020 Leadership Team
Officers
JUSTIN FLANCBAUM, President
Lakewood Township MUA
RICHARD BRAND, 1st Vice President
East Windsor MUA
STEVE SPECHT, 2nd Vice President
Brick Township MUA
BRIAN BRACH, Treasurer
Manasquan River RSA
DAVE HARPELL, Past President
Jackson Township MUA

Directors
DIANE ALEXANDER, ESQ.
Maraziti Falcon
RON ANASTASIO
Somerset Raritan Valley SA
CHRISTINE BALLARD
CDM Smith
STEVE BLANKENSHIP
Hamilton Township MUA
SUE BRASEFIELD
Maser Consulting
DAVID BROWN
Boro Bradley Breach
BERNARD BUJAK
South Monmouth RSA
CARRIE FEUER
Hamilton Twp. DWPC
BOB FISCHER
PS&S
TOM LAUSTENSEN
PVSC
JEFFREY ROLLINS
Evesham MUA
JOHN SCHERI
Mott MacDonald
BRIAN VALENTINO
Western Monmouth UA
LEGAL COUNSEL
JOHN NAPOLITANO, ESQ.
Cleary Giacobbe Alfieri Jacobs LLC
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Peggy Gallos
OFFICE MANAGER
Karen Burris

President’s Message

I

hope this newsletter finds all of
you and your loved ones well.
From the time I got involved
in the AEA about a decade
ago, the most striking aspects of our
membership were the mutual respect
displayed toward one another, the
comradery, and the free exchange
of ideas and information. This has
allowed our members to form meaningful professional relationships
benefiting the residents of the towns
and cities of New Jersey that we serve.
A good idea in Bergen County can
benefit Burlington County as the
result of a conversation between colleagues at an AEA event. A cost savings measure in Monmouth County
can benefit the residents of Salem
County simply from a conversation
over coffee at the AEA conference.
There are countless examples of members helping each other, and I’m proud
to say that we’ve remained steadfast
to this legacy during this pandemic.
AEA has continued to bring its
members together during weekly
online check-in meetings to actively
exchange ideas and innovations in
how to deal with the challenges we
face. Our various committees are
conducting regular virtual meetings,
and the Association, through its staff
and members, continues to advocate
on all levels for the best interests of
our ratepayers.
You’ll have to attend this year’s
virtual annual conference for all the
details. This year, it’s taking place on
Thursday, Nov. 12 and Friday, Nov.
13. Visit www.aeanj.org for more
information. (TCH credits will be
offered.)
Of note is the formation of the
AEA’s Strategic Planning Committee.
This committee consisting of Bernie
Bujak, Brian Brach, Christine Ballard, and Brian Valentino, has worked
many hours to formulate a vision and
mission statement meant to transition the AEA into the next several
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By Justin Flancbaum, President

decades. They will be unveiling their
product at the annual conference. You
don’t want to miss it.
In fact, we hope you will encourage as many staff as you can to
participate in our virtual conference.
We have set a very low $25 registration for those who don’t need TCH
credits. We did this in the hopes that
commissioners and staff who usually
cannot attend AEA conferences will
be able to join us. The registration fee
for those who do need credit is very
reasonable too: $99 for the first two
people from the same organization
and $50 for anyone additional from
that organization.
Looking forward to seeing and
hearing from everyone soon. Stay safe
and stay healthy.

Executive Director’s Message
Egg Harbor City Ratepayers Won’t
Benefit from Water/Sewer Sale in the
Long Run

E

gg Harbor City (EHC) is
selling its tiny water and
sewer system to a corporate
utility for an eye-popping
$21.8 million, largesse being underwritten by the rest of the corporation’s
two million New Jersey customers.
What goes around comes around,
though. EHC ratepayers will help
underwrite the cost of the next acquisition, and the one after that, and the
one after that.
According to a press report, the
EHC council voted unanimously on
Aug. 13 to relinquish ownership to
New Jersey American Water, a subsidiary of the multi-state corporation,
American Water Works Company,
Inc. (AWK). The people of EHC will
join the estimated 15 million people
in 46 states who are customers of the
corporate family. NJAW is permitted
to pass the cost of each and every acquisition along to its customers across
the state, even though the acquisitions
will not benefit them in any meaningful way.
EHC/NJAW deal is being completed under a misleadingly named
law called the “Water Infrastructure
Protection Act” (WIPA) passed by a
Legislature controlled by Democrats
in 2015 and signed by Gov. Chris
Christie. The name is misleading
because the law does not protect
infrastructure nor does it protect ratepayers. At a time when affordability is
a bigger issue than ever, WIPA-type
deals are especially misguided.
Big Water has successfully lobbied for
WIPA-type legislation, so-called “fair
market value” (FMV) laws, in many
states including Illinois, Pennsylvania, and California. Connecticut and
Kentucky have resisted FMV laws

thus far. FMV laws encourage “quick
fix” transactions (such as the one in
EHC) that in the long run are sure to
inflate water/sewer rates, a point made
in the New Jersey Division of Rate
Counsel’s testimony when WIPA was
being considered. Under these FMV
laws, corporations get to add to their
water/sewer holdings for the benefit of
their shareholders, but ratepayers foot
the bill. AEA opposed WIPA because
it permits a system to be sold without
a voter referendum, increasing the
chance of back-room deals, reducing
the public’s voice, and limiting civic
dialogue about an important community matter.
AEA sees eye-to-eye with corporate-owned utilities on many issues,
such as protecting water supplies and
properly maintaining infrastructure.
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By Peggy Gallos
Professionals in government-owned
utilities and corporate-owned utilities
have worked very hard, together, to
keep water and sewer services going
during COVID-19.
However, AEA opposes tactics
often used to promote the corporateownership alternative. Promoters of
Continues on page 5

AEA Leadership Voting Information
Who casts a vote?
Each year, an annual meeting is held
at the November conference of AEA.
A slate of officers is presented to the
members for approval by the voting
delegates. Each member organization
annually selects (or reconfirms) its
voting delegate at the time it renews
its membership. The voting delegate
is usually the executive director or
similar administrative person.
How are officers and board members elected?
AEA officers by tradition serve for
two years, but voting delegates are
asked to vote on the slate each year.
Voting delegates are also asked to
vote on members of the Board of
Directors. Board members may serve
two consecutive three-year terms.
2021 Slate of Officers and Directors
President
Justin Flancbaum, Lakewood Township MUA
1st Vice President
Richard Brand, East Windsor MUA
2nd Vice President
Steve Specht, Brick Township MUA
Treasurer
Brian Brach, Manasquan River RSA
Past President
Dave Harpell, Jackson Township
MUA
Authority Member Director
Bernie Bujak, South Monmouth RSA
Mike Wynne, Hanover SA
Associate Member Director
John Scheri, Mott MacDonald

Water
Environment
Transportation
Energy
Facilities

Edison, NJ

MOBILE DREDGING & VIDEO PIPE, INC
A Carylon Company
3100 Bethel Road - Chester, PA
Harding Highway – Newfield, NJ
Dredging & Dewatering Services
Sewer, Stormwater, Water Line
Inspection, Cleaning & Maintenance

Call: 1-800-635-9689
mdvpinc.com

Executive Director’s Message
Continued from page 4

these deals misrepresent the record
of government-owned utilities and
fail to tell the ratepayers of the true
cost impacts of a sale. They make

references to “regionalization” and
“economies of scale” to suggest the
system being purchased is becoming
part of some highly efficient, centralized network, a dubious claim. NJAW
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bought the Long Hill Township
(Morris County) sewer system and the
Haddonfield (Camden County) sewer
system –miles away from each other.
No economies of scale there.

Despite Pandemic, the Business of Government
– and AEA Comments on it – Continue

O

ne of the most important
services AEA provides is
the preparation of comments on issues affecting
members. Our input matters: we
succeeded in limiting the impact of
a 2% revenue cap on some regional
authorities and made comments on
related regulations affecting other
RSAs that DCA accepted. We helped
write and pass legislation that permits
authorities to expand their services to
include stormwater management and
to collect a fee for it. Connection fee
legislation AEA championed reformed
connection fee regulations to permit
authorities to charge an additional,
pro-rated amount for increases in use
of a system.

Authority View is written and
edited by AEA staff and volunteer
contributors.
It is printed by Hermitage Press,
Trenton NJ.
Editor:
Peggy Gallos
Associate Editor:
Karen Burris
Advertising Manager:
Karen Burris

Many members contribute time
While COVID-19 has limited the
analyzing proposed language and
number of in-person meetings we all
contributing to letters of comments.
attend, it has not stopped the day-toHere are
just some
of these
dedicated
One of the most important services AEA
folks: Sid
provides is the preparation of comments
Weiss,
on issues affecting members.
Pam
Carolan,
Dennis
Palmer,
Steve Blankenship, Frank Scangarelday work AEA does on regulations,
la, Chris Langhart, Bernie Bujak,
legislation and other matters. Here are
Ryan Krause, Brian Brach, and Dave
excerpts from recent advocacy:
Harpell. A big thank you to these
Licensing and TCHs. In a letter to
folks and all who assist AEA with its
the DEP, AEA said: “Many members
important advocacy efforts.
Continues on page 7

SOLVING COMPLEX
WATER CHALLENGES
The Kiely Family of Companies provides full service
design-build support for:
Potable Water Facilities
Wastewater Facilities

Pipeline Forensics
Program Management

Contributing Writers,
this issue:
Justin Flancbaum
Peggy Gallos
Graphic Designer:
Trend Multimedia
To learn more about our turnkey services and how we can respond to your
project’s unique requirements, contact us.
Dave Applegate, P.E. (732) 403-8500 ext. 463
kielybuilds.com
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Despite Pandemic, the Business of Government
– and AEA Comments on it – Continue
Continued from page 6

of the Association of Environmental
Authorities have expressed concern…
about … rescheduling licensing
exams. They have also shared concerns regarding meeting end-of-cycle
requirements, considering the sharp
reduction in opportunities to access
training for TCHs…
“The challenges of succession
planning and filling licensed positions
becoming vacant due to retirement
have accelerated due to COVID-19.
I would urge DEP to do its best to
address the examination question as
quickly as possible. Modernizing the
process, moving to electronic applications, and possibly outsourcing the
testing to ABC make sense. However,
we think the Board of Examiners role

that had been cut from the Governor’s
remains indispensable in order to
proposed revised budget. “This fundensure that experienced and qualified
ing reduction will hurt the environstaff are sitting for the exams. As proment, and it will further burden many
fessionals with hands-on, in-the-field
experience and
as license
The challenges of succession planning and
holdfilling licensed positions becoming vacant
ers, the
due to retirement have accelerated due to
members
of the
COVID-19.
Board of
Examiners are
residents of NJ municipalities.”
best suited to review the qualifications
AEA went on to say: “Two years
and applications.”
ago the international recycling market
Cutting of Recycling Fundcollapsed. China all but refused most
ing. AEA wrote to the Legislature
of the flow of recycling materials it
in support of the Association of NJ
Continues on page 8
Recyclers effort to restore $12 million

WASTEWATER ENGINEERING
• Wastewater Management Plans
• Federal, State and Local Permitting
• Hydraulic Capacity Studies
• Development Reviews
• Wastewater Pump Stations
• Sewage Force Mains
• Interceptors and Trunk Sewers
• Wastewater Treatment Facilities
• Sludge Handling Facilities
• Sludge Management Plans
• Capital Project Facilities Evaluation
• Co-Generation Facilities
• Subsurface Disposal of Effluent
• Infiltration & Inflow Remediation
• Rate Studies

Consulting & Municipal

ENGINEERS

Parlin • Howell • Monmouth Junction • Camden • Pleasantville • Barnegat

www.cmeusa1.com • P: 732.727.8000
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Despite Pandemic, the Business of Government
– and AEA Comments on it – Continue
Continued from page 7

had accepted for years. The United
States did not have (and still does
not have) the capacity to take up this
slack. This caused tipping fees to rise
significantly. These unanticipated
costs created huge budgetary problems for AEA member authorities
that do recycling, including Cape May
County MUA, Morris County MUA,
and Atlantic County Utilities Authority, as well as the municipalities for
which they provide services.” (The
funding was restored in the adopted
budget.)
Bill on Mandatory Shut-off
Moratorium During a Pandemic.
AEA told the Senate Economic

them at the outset of the COVID-19
Growth Committee: “As currently
health emergency.
written, the bill covers private/corpoBill permitting local units
rate-owned drinking water providers
and authorities to waive interest
that are under the authority of the NJ
Board of
Public
AEA supports A4126. This bill helps
Utilities.
AEA
address financial hardships related to
supports
COVID-19 and similar emergencies that may
S2325
occur in the future…
and
would
continue
to do so if the bill is amended to inand lien enforcement for certain
clude publicly owned systems.” AEA
delinquent water and sewer utility
noted that many authorities never do
payments during emergency circumservice shut-offs for non-payment.
stances. “AEA supports A4126. This
Those that do shut-offs suspended
Continues on page 9

THE LAW OFFICE OF
GEORGE J. TYLER, P.C.
Serving New Jersey business in the
following areas of law:

Insight. Expertise. Innovation.

We deliver on your environmental challenge.
• Water and Wastewater Engineering
• Regulatory Support
• Stormwater Management
150 College Road West
Suite 100
Princeton, NJ 08540
609-924-8821

• Environmental Issues
• Contract & Construction Issues
• General Business • Commercial Transactions
• Insurance Coverage Litigation
• Regulatory & Legislative Representation
• Planning & Zoning • Real Estate
• Labor & Employment Law
Located on Rte. 130 North in
Robbinsville, New Jersey we are within minutes
of the New Jersey Turnpike and Rtes. 195 & 295
1 AAA Drive, Suite 204
Robbinsville, New Jersey 08691

(609) 631-0600 - Fax (609) 631-0651
www.kleinfelder.com
(formerly Omni Environmental)

www.kleinfelder.com
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gtyler@tcglaw.com

Despite Pandemic, the Business of Government
– and AEA Comments on it – Continue
Continued from page 8

bill helps address financial hardships
related to COVID-19 and similar
emergencies that may occur in the
future…
“We note that authorities and
municipal water/sewer systems will
experience a revenue shortfall as a
result of responses to customer hardships. At the same time, many are
facing revenue shortfalls related to
changes in usage and flow… We hope
that members of this committee will
support State and Federal government
measures that would make up for
COVID-19 related revenue drops.”
(Status: Signed into law.)
Proposed N.J.A.C. 539 Remote

Public Meetings. AEA told the DCA:
“We would like to express the overall
concern that costs associated with
these regulations may be onerous
for budgets constrained by declining
revenues and other financial impacts
of COVID-19….”
Among several comments, AEA
recommended, out of concern for
smaller authorities, the removal of a
provision that would have required
a meeting to be online in addition to
in-person, if the public meeting room
held fewer than 50 people. This would
be required even if safe social distancing measures could be observed.
AEA noted that authorities’ in-person
public meetings often involve no

If you’re trusted to protect
public health or
the environment,
we can help.

more than 12 to 15 individuals, staff,
board and public combined, and that
numbers like this could likely be accommodated in meeting rooms with a
capacity of 50.
AEA also made this general
comment: “Instances where language
refers to transmission of legal notices,
we note that email is the common
method of transmission today. Delivery via postal mail, telephone, telegram or hand is done less frequently.
AEA recommends the DCA consider
revising the language to reflect this.”

When you find that your facility’s
reality defies logic….

Turn to the experienced professionals at
Environmental Resolutions, Inc.
for reliable, cost-effective solutions.

Headquarters in
Mount Laurel, NJ

732-491-2811



hazenandsawyer.com
Edison, NJ
wgettings@hazenandsawyer.com

856-235-7170
info@erinj.com
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Alaimo Group

75 Livingston Avenue, Roseland, NJ 07068 (973) 622-1800

Consulting Engineers
200 HIGH STREET, MOUNT HOLLY, NJ 08060
Tel: 609-267-8310 Fax: 609-845-0300
2 MARKET STREET, PATERSON, NJ 07501
Tel: 973-523-6200 Fax: 973-523-1765
www.alaimogroup.com

Serving Authorities throughout the State of New Jersey.
McManimon, Scotland and Baumann, LLC is a law firm focused on
New Jersey, serving both government and private sector clients - with
an extensive history in public and structured finance and redevelopment
law. We provide the power of ideas and innovation in the fields of public
sector finance and regulation – environmental, energy supply, energy
conservation, energy savings improvement programs, bond and lease
financing, solid and hazardous waste, transportation, housing, water
supply and wastewater financing.

www.W-CPA.com
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Helping protect
New Jersey’s
water resources
Mott MacDonald is proud to have worked
with municipalities across New Jersey
to modernize water treatment plants,
strengthen wastewater infrastructure,
control combined sewer overflows, and
improve the quality of local waterways.
For more information, write to
americas@mottmac.com or
call 800.832.3272.
mottmac.com
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This newsletter is published by the Association of Environmental
Authorities three times a year as a service to its members.
No material maybe reprinted from this publication without
the express permission of the editor. The Association of
Environmental Authorities assumes no responsibility for opinions
or statements of facts expressed by contributors or advertisers,
and editorials do not necessarily represent official policy of the
organization. Display and classified advertisements are included
as an educational service to our readers. Advertising rates and
information may be obtained by calling 609.584.1877 or by
referring to the AEA web site www.aeanj.org.
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Printed on recycled paper

AEA is a nonprofit association
of governmental agencies
and supporting private
businesses that are dedicated
to maintaining and
improving New Jersey’s land
and water environment by
providing high-quality water,
wastewater and solid waste
utility services to New Jersey
businesses and residents at
reasonable rates.

